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Education at Miami Beach, Fla. 


POLITICAL PROGRAM FOR LABOR is mapped out at a meeting of the Committee on Politi- 
The committee, which is composed of all members of the Ex- 
utive Council, adopted a program for an all-out fund-raising drive for the 1956 campaign. Around 
¢table from left are James J. McDevitt and Jack Kroll, co-directors of COPE, Pres. — Meany, 
ce Erections David J. McDonald and David Dubinsky. 


By Eugene A. Kelley 
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ing $400 million for each of four 
in federal school-construction 
ds, have been stalled in the 
se Rules Committee for more 
N two weeks. The bill was pre- 
sly approved by the House Edu- 
ion Committee. 

fuch of the difficulty arises 
mM Controversy over the amend- 
t sponsored by Rep. Adam 
yton Powell (D-N. Y.), which 
poses that states or school dis- 
f§ refusing to comply with the 
preme Court anti-segregation de- 
On within three years shall lose 
tal funds otherwise earmarked 
hid their construction programs. 
he Executive Council reiterated 
Unequivocal opinion” that edu- 
Onal opportunity must be avail- 
to “all persons regardless of 
» Creed or status.” 

also reiterated the conviction 
“no federal funds should be 
ated to any state.or school dis- 
h Which is in defiance of the 
eeme Court decision” outlawing 


race segregation in public schools. 

The statement declared, however, 
a belief that the Powell amendment 
was “unnecessary.” It warned there 
is “clear evidence that it is being 
used by the enemies of federal aid 
and the enemies of non-segregated 
schools” to defeat school aid legis- 
lation. 


Criticizes Ike, Adlai 


In a news conference Pres. 
George Meany criticized both Pres. 
Eisénhower and Democratic presi- 
dential aspirant Adlai E. Stevenson 
for statements or lack of statements 
about federal aid to states or school 
districts with a “fixed policy” of 
defiance of the Supreme Court. 

“We feel that Pres. Eisenhower, 
by his silence, is aiding those who 
don’t want help for the schools,” 
Meany said. 

“The Executive Branch of gov- 
ernment is entitled to get an opin- 
ion—an official opinion—from the 


(Continued on Page 2) 
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1 estinghouse Fact Finding Set, 
ouncil Pledges Strike Support 


Pittsburgh—-A two-man fact finding panel will investigate the 124-day-old strike of the Electrical 
orkers against the Westinghouse Electric Corp. 
The fact finding development came as the AFL-CIO Executive Council pledged its all-out support 
the nearly 55,000 strikers involved and condemned the attitudes and actions of Westinghouse man- 
pment as “a threat to all unions” which all of organized labor must join in opposing. 


ouncil Scores Stall 


in School Aid Bill 


iami Beach, Fla——The AFL-CIO Executive Council renewed 
pport of an immediate “national emergency” federal school-build- 
program and denounced “scheming politicians” who seek to use 
proposed Powell anti-segregation amendment as a “lever to 
vent enactment of any school aid bill.” 

earings on the Kelley bill, pro-@ 


The corporation rejected fact 
finding and said it would have noth- 
ing to do with the panel. The panel 
was named by Pennsylvania’s Gov. 
George M. Leader (D) after federal 
mediators withdrew from the nego- 
tiations because of lack of progress 
toward settlement of the dispute. 

“Named by Leader to ascertain 
the facts in the strike were Dr. 
George W. Taylor, of Philadelphia, 
and David L. Cole, of Paterson, 
N. J. A former chairman of the 
War Labor Board and the Wage 
Stabilization Board, Dr. Taylor is a 
professor of industrial relations at 
the University of Pennsylvania. 

Cole is former director of the 
Federal Mediation and Conciliation 
Service and is the arbiter of juris- 
dictional disputes for the AFL-CIO. 

IUE Pres. James B. Carey hailed 
the pair’s appointment and ex- 
pressed hope their hearings would 
be open to the public. 

Westinghouse has refused arbitra- 
tion or fact finding since the strike 
began last Oct. 17. It was indicated 
that although the firm refuses to 
submit the issues to the new panel, 
the union will ask that Taylor and 
Cole” proceed with their investiga- 
tion so that the facts will be known. 

Leader acted on behalf of Gov- 
ernors Averell Harriman of New 
York, Robert B. Meyner, New Jer- 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Labor Airs 
Plan to Add 
Jobs in ’56 


Miami Beach, Fla.—A _ nine- 
point program for 1956, intended 
“to serve the advance of human 
welfare, as well as to sustain full 
employment,” has been offered 
the government and industry by 
the AFL-CIO Executive Council. 


The plan is based on the council’s 
belief that “1956 will be a year of 
economic adjustments, with some 
ups and downs.” 

For the year as a whole, it pre- 
dicted, total production of goods 
and services may be somewhat 
greater than last year, “but prob- 
ably not great enough to provide 
sufficient job opportunities” for ad- 
ditions to the labor force and tech- 
nically displaced workers. 

The council in its program called 
for “substantial” collective bargain- 
ing gains, lower individual income 
taxes in the low and middle brack- 
ets, federal aid to distressed com- 
munities, an increase in the $1 min- 
imum wage effective Mar. 1 to 
$1.25 and expanded coverage of the 
law, a broad program of federal 
aid to education, an extensive road 
and hospital building program, ex- 
panded housing and urban redevel- 
opment programs, further relaxa- 
tion of the Eisenhower Administra- 
tion’s hard money policy, and a 
farm program geared to increasing 
the incomes of family farmers and 
encouraging greater consumption of 
farm products. 


Future Uncertain 


“Economic activity has attained 
a fairly high level of operation,” 
the council noted, “but future un- 
certainties provide a good oppor- 
tunity for private and public action 
to strengthen the over-all economic 
picture and assist in improving 
much-neglected social conditions.” 

The statement was critical of the 
way the Eisenhower Administration 
has been evaluating the economic 
situation and planning for the 
future. 

“Although the President’s, (eco- 
nomic) report to Congress last 

(Continued on Page 4) 


ouncil Sets Up Machinery 


O Spur Organizing Drive 
Meany Gratified 


of Unity 


Miami Beach, Fla.—Strong emphasis on plans for major organ- 
izing drives to bring democratic unions to the unorganized was a 
dominant theme of the AFL-CIO Executive Council as it wound-up 
its nine-day mid-winter meeting hete. 

Pres. George Meany indicated that organizing plans had been 
fully discussed at the council meetings, following a report on pre- 
liminary surveys presented to the 29-man executive group by Dir. 
of Organization John W. Livingston. 


> 
we 


The AFL-CIO president sug- 
gested that some 26 million “organ- 
izable” workers in the country offer 
a tremendous potential for trade 
union growth. It is estimated that 
about 16 million are already in 
unions, while 20 million wage and 
salary earner-executives, self-em- 
ployed, domestic workers, agricul- 
tural workers, etc.—form 2 group 
outside ‘the normal boundaries of 
trade union organization. 

It is toward the 26 million “or- 
ganizables” that the AFL-CIO is 
looking in the early development of 
its organizing campaigns—in indus- 
tries now completely or predomi- 
nantly non-union or in non-union 
“pockets” of industries that are 
otherwise well-organized. 


Appoints Committees 

To move the organizing plans 
along, Meany announced the ap- 
pointment of two special commit- 
tees. One will concern itself with 
organizing jurisdictional problems, 
the other with the raising of funds 
to finance organizing activities. 

The funds committee is composed 
of Vice Presidents David J. McDon- 
ald, George Harrison, Walter Reu- 
ther and David Dubinsky. 

Vice Presidents Joseph A. Bierne, 
Charles MacGowan, O. A. Knight, 
Harry Bates, Emil Rieve and Du- 
binsky comprise the craft-industrial 
committee. - 

Various unions in the air trans- 
port industry plan an early meeting 
to discuss the best methods for a 
combined organizing drive among 
the thousands of workers employed 
by the airlines. While many of 
these are already union members, 
large numbers have not yet had an 
opportunity to join. 

The feeling was expressed that 
the existing unions could, without 


(Continued on Page 5) 


Council to Meet 
In D. C. June 5 


Miami Beach, Fla.—The 
next meeting of the AFL-CIO 
Executive Council will be held 
in Washington starting June 
5. 

The meeting will follow the 
dedication of the new AFL- 
CIO headquarters building on 
June 4. The council will at- 
tend the dedication cere- 
monies before opening 
spring meeting. 
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All-Out Investigation 
Of ‘Donations’ Looms 


By Willard Shelton 
A full-scale investigation of the influence of oil-and-gas money in 


election campaigns seemed assured when Sen. Albert Gore (D-Tenn.) 
got an apparent go-ahead from Senate Democratic leaders. 


Gore indicated that his inquiry might run through the entire 
election year. -There were reports it would cover campaign contribu- 


%> 


tions from lobbying groups other 
than the gas-and-oil industry. 

The green light to Gore meant 
the end of an earlier effort to con- 
fine any inquiry to a special com- 
mittee with authority to investigate 
only the proffered $2,500 campaign 
contribution from a_ gas-industry 
lawyer to Sen. Francis Case (R- 
5. D). 

Sweeping Authority 

Gore is new chairman of the 
standing Senate Elections Subcom- 
mittee, which has broad-scale au- 
thority in investigations of political 
contests. A new resolution, grant- 
ing more funds for its work, may 
make its authority even more 
sweeping. 

Gore succeeded Sen. Thomas C. 
Hennings (D-Mo.), who resigned as 
chairman of the subcommittee so 
that his “presence,” as a senator up 
for re-election himself this year, 
could not be used under Senate 
precedents to block the unit’s work. 

One factor in the leadership de- 
cision to permit a broad inquiry 
may have been Pres. Eisenhower's 
reported concern over the $2,500 
offer to Case. The Justice Dept. 
has been questioning oil-and-gas in- 
dustry figures, and a grand jury is 
interrogating persons involved in 
the Case incident. 

Another factor was that Gore 
and other Democrats served blunt 
notice they would make a public 
fight rather than allow the standing 
elections subcommittee to be 
blocked from jurisdiction. 

Gore before his announcement 
conferred with Sen. Earl Clements 
(D-Ky.), acting majority leader in 
the absence of Sen. Lyndon John- 
son (D-Tex.), and with Sen. Wal- 
ter F. George (D-Ga.), chairman of 
the special committee named to in- 
quire into the Case affair. 

Sensational Evidence 

The special committee headed by 
George recessed after two and a 
half days of hearings producing sen- 
sational evidence that the proffered 
$2,500 to Case came from the “‘per- 
sonal funds” of Howard B. Keck, 
president of the Superior Oil Co., a 
highly profitable California corpo- 
ration. 


The $2,500 was offered to a 
“friend” of Case’s campaign man- 
ager, testimony showed, by Ne- 
braska lawyer John M. Neff, who 
in turn got the money in 25 $100 
bills from another Superior Oil Co. 
lawyer, Elmer Patman of Texas. 

Patman testified—and Keck con- 
firmed—that each year the Texas 
attorney had a fund of $4,000 to 


Kéck’s “personal funds” to use as 
Patman “saw fit” for campaign con- 
tributions and to buy tickets to 
political fund-raising dinners. 

The money was not “tied in to 
any legislation,” the oil company 
president said. He had the money 
handled by Patman because he him- 
self, he testified, was a busy man. 

Neff, who made the direct prof- 
fered contribution, said that the 
money was in no sense intended as 
a “bribe,” and Case repeatedly in- 
sisted that he made no such sug- 
gestion. 


Thought Vote ‘In’ 

Neff acknowledged that after con- 
sulting with Case’s staff members 
in Washington and “friends” in 
South Dakota, he got the impres- 
sion that Case favored the natural 
gas bill. He later offered the cam- 
paign contribution. 

Under questioning, he said that 
neither he nor Patman would have 
“been willing” to make such a con- 
tribution had they thought Case op- 
posed the bill. 

Neff was not asked by Counsel 
Steadman, for example, whether he 
used any of Keck’s “personal 
funds,” obtained through Patman, 
for campaign contributions to other 
congressional candidates. 

In questioning Case, Steadman 
at first pressed him on the late “‘tim- 
ing” of his disclosure of the 
proffered “campaign contribution.” 
Case denied, as he had on the Sen- 
ate floor, that he had “timed” the 
discussion so as to influence the 
Senate vote on the gas bill. 

The Milwaukee Journal disclosed 
in a copyrighted story that Keck 
in 1952 contributed $2,000 to cam- 
paign funds for Sen. Joseph Mc- 


“Let’s Dig Up That Little Worm, Shall We?” 


Carthy (R-Wis.) and that Superior 


| Oil Co. aircraft had flown Mc- 


Carthy on frequent trips. 


el eS KK 
once He WASHNETOM POST eo. 


$6,000 — mostly in cash — from 


62 rank-and-file delegates on the 


“GESTURE OF VENERATION” for the Great Emancipator was a highlight of a five-day legisla. 
tive institute held in Washington by the Textile Workers. Rep. M. G. Burnside (D-W. Va.) addresses 


steps of the Lincoln Memorial. 


New Farm Bill Faces 
Bitter Senate Fight 


A new farm bill is scheduled to hit the Senate floor, perhaps as 
early as Feb. 20, for a showdown fight on efforts to override Agri- 
culture Sec. Ezra Taft Benson’s “flexible” price supports. 


Administration spokesmen sug- 
gested that Pres. Eisenhower would 
véto any bill providing a return to 
90 percent “rigid” price supports on 
basic crops. Chairman Allen J. 
Ellender (D-La.) of the Senate Agri- 
culture Committee promptly re- 
torted that a veto would kill any 
chance of new farm legislation. 

The Senate committee adopted 
major features of the Eisenhower- 
proposed soi] bank program, but 
raised authorized payments to farm- 
ers for taking land out of produc- 
tion 50 percent to $750 million a 
year. 

It also increased the redemption 
value of certificates to be given 
farmers joining in the acreage- 
reduction plan. 


Three Points of Friction - 

Major floor battles are expected 
to center around the price support 
level on basic commodities, higher 
supports for dairy products and a 
proposal—barely beaten in commit- 
tee —to authorize incentive pay- 
ments to hog farmers for market- 
ing “light” hogs and thus reducing 
the pork supply. 

A three-year struggle has raged 
between Benson and farm bloc con- 
gressmen over “flexible” and “rigid” 
price supports. 

The Republican 83rd Congress 
authorized flexible supports, on bas- 
ic crops, to range at Benson’s dis- 
cretion between 75 percent and 90 
percent of parity. (Parity is a figure 
calculated to preserve an agreed- 
upon “fair” relationship between 
the prices of things farmers sell and 
the prices of things they buy.) 

Farm prices began to sink even 
before Benson exercised his author- 
ity to reduce price supports. They 
have continued to sink—and despite 
the Benson theory that lower sup- 
ports are required to reduce sur- 
pluses, the government-held surplus 
was more than three and a half 
times as big on Dec. 31, 1955, as 
in 1952. 


AY 


Passed by House 

The House by a narrow margin 
last year passed a bill to restore 90 
percent supports. 

The Senate committee vote in 
favor of 90 percent supports was 
closer than in 1954, when the GOP- 
controlled Senate overrode the com- 
mittee and adopted the Benson pro- 
gram. 

This year, however, three mid- 
western Republicans — Sens. Ed- 


(S. Dak.) and Milton Young 
(N. Dak.)—who supported a return 
to rigid supports, are considered 
to reflect rising sentiment in hard- 
hit farm areas. 

The incentive-subsidy program is 
a reflection of the proposal, origi- 
nally advanced by former Agricul- 
ture Sec. Charles F. Brannan, for 
direct subsidy payments for “per- 
ishable” farm products, to support 
farmers’ income while letting prices 
sink to the supply-and-demand level 
for city consumers. 

Benson has called subsidies “im- 
moral,” but himself in 1954 sup- 
ported a Brannan-type “subsidy to 
wool growers which has had the 
effect of keeping income above the 
parity level. 


T-H Change 
Endorsed 


Miami Beach, Fla. — Endorse- 


‘ment of three points of an “Amend 


Taft - Hartley” program developed 
by the Building Trades Dept. was 
voted by the Executive Council. 

The building trades have pro- 
posed major emphasis on moves to 
repeal Sect. 14-B of the Taft-Hart- 
ley Act, which gives the states 
dominant power to pass legislation 
on union security. Under this sec- 
tion, nearly a score of states have 
passed so-called right-to-work laws 
which have hampered union organ- 
izing and stable collective bargain- 
ing relationships. 


this type of case. 


would provide pre-hiring agree- 
ments with contractors. 


endorsement of this proposal. 


Other endorsed amendments pro- 
vided for removal of the penalties 
against “secondary boycoits” which 
the unions feel necessary to use to 
preserve their union security status 
on construction jobs; and the elim- 
ination of mandatory injunctions in 


The council decided to give fur- 
ther study to a building trades pro- 
posal for a T-H amendment that 


It was felt 
inquiry should be made to insure 
that all legitimate unions are pro- 
tected before the council votes its 


Powell Plan 
On School Aid 


‘Unnecessary’ 


(Continued from Page 1) 
Attorney General” on whether fed- 
eral aid can legally be given to dis. 
tricts refusing compliance with the 
anti-segregation decision, he de. 
clared. 

The comments revolved around 
statements in a speech by Stevenson 
at Los Angeles in which he coun- 
seled caution in approaching the 
segregated school problem. 

_“For Mr. Stevenson to say he 
would not withhold federal money 
from a state violating a specific 
decision of the highest court is non- 
sense to me,” Meany said. To give 
such funds would be to act “in 
complete disregard of what the Su- 
preme Court says the Constitution 
requires.” 


“I am in complete disagreement 
with Stevenson on the question of 
school aid and of his running away 
from the problem,” Meany com- 
mented. 


“I am in agreement with Sen. 
John Kennedy (D-Mass.) about the 
need for the courage to stand up 
and be counted. But I realize that 
that kind of courage is very rare.” 

After his Los Angeles speech, 
Stevenson issued a longer statement 
detailing his views on the school 
issue. In a telegram to Meany he 
denied that he was “running away” 
or that he suggested the problem of 
segregated schools be “postponed 
forever.” 

The statement acknowledged that 
“many of labor’s friends,” because 
of their belief in basic freedom and 
democracy, “are inclined to support 
the Powell amendment.” But it 
warned also that the amendment is 
receiving “cynical and hypocritical 
backing” from others who see it as 
an instrument to defeat the pro 
posed school building program. 


The AFL-CIO will “support, and 
if necessary initiate legal steps,” t0 
prevent “misuse of taxpayers 
money” by allocation of any fed- 
eral school-aid money “to states 
or school districts which have not 
complied with the Supreme Court's 
decision,” the council declared. 


Railway Express 


ward Thye (Minn.), Karl Mundt 


HE AFL-CIO PRESENTS 
Pheer Monclay Thus 


Workers Win Raise 


Chicago—The Brotherhood of 
Railway Clerks, representing about 
32,000 workers at the Railway Ex 
press Agency in a score of cities, 
won a 9.5-cent wage increase and 
an employer-paid welfare plan 
a new agreement with the compat): 
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Page Three 


Labor Hits ; 
Transit Bill 
Union Curb 


A Senate committee sitting as 
Washington’s “aldermen” was 
warned that failure to recognize 
negotiation and arbitration in leg- 
jsiation for a transit authority in 
the nation’s capital might not only 
“hinder the good cause of collec- 
tive bargaining, but actually would 
set it back.” 

Testifying before the District 
Committee, AFL-CIO Legislative 
Rep. George D. Riley declared that 
failure to include such provisions 
“may well be seized upon by fed- 
eral employers, the federal govern- 
ment itself, and local authorities as 
an indication of change in public 
policy as set forth on the national 
Jevel.” 

Labor Sec. Mitchell told the com- 
mittee in a letter that collective 
bargaining and arbitration provi- 
sions should be a part of the legis- 
lation, especially “where public 
operation of a formerly private 
enterprise makes it necessary for 
the employes to forego the right to 
strike.” 

Must Act Soon 


Congress must act soon on legis- 
lation to set up a transit authority 
before the franchise of Capital 
Transit Co. expires in August. The 
franchise given the company —a 
part of the Louis Wolfson financial 
empire—was revoked last year dur- 
ing a strike by members of the 
Street Electric, Railway and Motor 
Coach Employes Local 689. 

Meanwhile, in Maryland the Leg- 
islature, sitting as the Grand Inquest 
of the State, was considering the 
causes and possible solution to an 
18-day-old strike which has halted 
bus and trolley service in Baltimore. 
A seizure bill advocated by Gov. 
Theodore R. McKeldin (R.) has 
not been acted upon. 

Members of the transit union in 
Baltimore rejected the last company 
offer in a secret vote, 1,952 to 24. 

Traces Record 

Pres. Walter J. Bierwagen of 
Local 689 offered the Senate com- 
mittee the experience of the union 
in 500 contracts. He compared 
peaceful relations in Boston, Chi- 
cago and other cities operating 
under his proposed clauses with 
cities “where lack of such agree- 
menis has kept the public, the gov- 
ernment and the employes in con- 
stant turmoil.” 

Bierwagen traced the virtually 
strike-free record of the local union 
under arbitration clauses from 1916 
to 1949, when the Wolfson group 


took over and refused to arbitrate. 


Meany, Sligh Meet 
In D. C. Feb. 23 


Miami Beach, Fla.—An ef- 
fort to work out a “non-ag- 
gression pact” between labor 
and management will be made 
Feb. 23 when AFL-CIO Pres.. 
George Meany meets with 
Charles R. Stigh, Jr., in Wash- 
ington. Sligh is chairman of 
the executive committee of the 
National Association of 
Manufacturers. 

The two are meeting at 
Meany’s suggestion. Meany 
has made no pre-conditions to 
the parley except to ask that 
the NAM drop its pressure on 
state legislatures for so-called 


d 


a 
we 


right-to-work laws. t 


Textile Union 
After Fringe, 
Pay Increases 


New York—Notices of contract 
cancellations or reopenings have 
been sent by the Textile Workers 


Union to 120 northern cotton-rayon 


firms operating 137 mills with 40,- 


000 workers, with a view to nego- 
tiating “a substantial increase” in 
wages and fringe benefits. 


Victor J. Canzano, TWUA cot- 
ton-rayon director, said the plants 
are covered by contracts which can 
be terminated between Mar. 15 and 
early May. Most carry an Apr. 15 
deadline including the three pattern- 
setters—Berkshire Hathaway, Inc., 
Bates Mfg. Co. and Pepperell Mfg. 
Co. 


Canzano explained that 22 com- 
panies operating 26 mills with near- 
ly 15,000 workers must submit the 
issue to arbitration if no agreement 
is reached. Workers in all other 
mills are free to strike whether the 
contracts are cancelled or merely 
reopened. 


This is TWUA’s first determined 
bid for a wage increase since a 6.5 
percent cut was imposed by an ar- 
bitrator in 1952. The union re- 
quested restoration of the cut in 
1953 but abandoned its demand 
without recourse to either strike or 
arbitration. 

“This year it will be different,” 
Canzano said. “The workers_can 
no longer continue at 1950 wage 
rates. And with the general eco- 
nomic recovery of the industry, 
there is no longer the slightest ex- 
cuse for it. Average hourly earn- 
ings are now $1.30, about 60 cents 
an hour below the national average 
for all industrial workers.” 


Oakland, Calif.—Other unions 
has ordered an employer to pay 


The employer is one Henry 
apartment house-motel repair job 


labor. 


Brodsky must pay them. 
his own job seems unique,” said 
that’s what the court has done.” 


Norman A. Gregg for contempt 


to do so. 


bill, too. 
“We're keeping tab, we’re good 


= 


Employer Ordered to Pay 
Pickets on His Own Job 


and down in front of his own repair job. 


Costa Central Labor Council since May of last year. 

Superior Judge Wakefield Taylor, Contra Costa, ruled that Brod- 
sky must be assessed for having his job picketed because he failed 
to live up to an agreement he signed in 1950 to employ only union 


Violation of the agreement forced the Central Labor Council to 
picket the job, and since pickets have to be paid a reasonable wage 


“It’s true the idea of a man paying for the pickets in front of 
Condon, “but it’s sound law to hold a man to his contract, and 
Brodsky was fined $250 last November by Superior Court Judge 
Brodsky had hired non-union labor despite a court order not 
Brodsky already has been ordered to pay $3,489 for the picket- 


ing of his job since last May. And he’s due to get a supplementary 


we'll turn in another bill for every hour the pickets work.” 


please note: A California court 
the pickets who are walking up 


Brodsky, whose Walnut Creek 
has been picketed by the Contra 


the council’s lawyer, Robert L. 


of court, after the judge found 


timekeepers,” Condon said, “and 


DISCUSSION IS SERIOUS as AFL-CIO Vice Pres. George 
parley at the Executive Council meeting in Miami Beach, Fla. Listening are Sec.-Treas. William F, 


Schnitzler (back to camera), Pres. George Meany, Vice Presidents Matthew Woll, William J. Doherty, 
William McFetridge, Walter P. Reuther, Harry. Bates and Jacob S. Potofsky. 


~ 


Harrison, third from right, joins in a 


(Continued from Page 1) 


sey; Abraham Ribicoff, Connecti- 
cut and William G. Marland, West 
Virginia. 
Council Pledges Aid 

The AFL-CIO Executive Coun- 
cil unanimously adopted a resolu- 
| tion which condemned Westing- 
house’s attempts to crush the union 
by prolonging the strike. The reso- 
lution restated the pledge of sup- 
port made at the merger convention. 

“In order to insure the victory of 
the IUE strikers in this dispute and 
in order to defeat management’s 
efforts to starve these strikers into 
surrender, we urge all AFL-CIO 
affiliates, local unions and members 
to contribute as generously and as 
frequently as possible to the IUE 
AFL-CIO Westinghouse strike 
fund,” the resolution said. 


Carey voiced his thanks for la- 
bor’s support—more than $2 mil- 
lion to help the strikers. IUE mem- 
bers have contributed close to 
$750,000 and the Steelworkers and 
Auto Workers each have-given over 
half a million. 


The IUE head noted that West- 
inghouse Pres. Gwilym A. Price, 
on Feb. 5, opposed fact finding and 
all forms of government interven- 
tion. The company “made govern- 
ment mediation impossible,” Carey 
charged. 


Policy Has Failed 


“The Administration’s hands off 
policy has failed,” Carey continued. 
“The Administration is active when 
it helps corporations, passive when 
its actions might help unions. 

“This Administration would not 
remain silent if a union set aside an 
agreement with a corporation on 
the grounds that it wanted changes. 
Not only the Labor Dept. but Com- 
merce and Defense would imme- 
diately get interested.” 


Westinghouse balked on its agree- 
ment made to Chief Federal Media- 
tor Joseph M. Finnegan at a Wash- 
ington meeting that it would drop 
the issue of time studies from nego- 
tiations and settle down to serious 
bargaining on other matters. Once 
back in Pittsburgh the company in- 
sisted on the same demands that 
caused the strike. 


Hits Company Attitude 


IUE Sec.-Treas. Al Hartnett said 
it was no surprise to the union when 
Mediator John R. Murray gave up 
in disgust. He said the union knew 


‘Tfor some time that the federal offi- 


cial “has been deeply disturbed by 


the company’s attitude.” 


Fact Finders Probing 
Westinghouse Issues 


Hartnett said instead of bargain- 
ing the company resorted to “‘scab 
herding, phony back-to-work move- 


ments, hostage-capturing, firing of 
long and faithful employes and oth- 
er methods of union-busting em- 
ployers.” He promised that any 
strikers discharged for union activi- 
ties would be put back to work as a 
condition of settlement. 


Council Lauds 
Trail-Blazing 
Housing Plans 


Miami Beach, Fla.—Trail-blazing 
plans being worked out by the New 
York City Building & Construction 
Trades Council, with city and union 
Officials for a program of middle- 
income housing received strong en- 
couragement from the AFL-CIO 
Executive Council. 


The program contemplates the 
construction of about 9,000 apart- 
ments at five sites throughout the 
nation’s biggest city, with rents 
geared to range between about $19 
and $22 a month a room. 


Called ‘Pilot Guide’ 


The projected co-op housing 
plan, the council said, provides a 
“pilot guide” for other communities, 
provides decent homes for union 
members, and offers pension and 
welfare funds “a socially useful 
place for secure investment in first 
mortgages.” 

The New York plan will fit into 
a city-wide redevelopment plan. On 
three of the five sites, slums will be 
cleared and replaced with attractive 
neighborhoods. 


The Executive Council noted that 
important pioneering work in this 
sort of housing project has been 
done in the past by the clothing 
workers, garment workers and 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
in the New York Metropolitan 
Area. 


Enormous Rental Gap 


“There is an enormous gap be- 
tween the rentals charged for un- 
subsidized new housing on one 
hand and the low-rent publicly 
aided housing for low-income fam- 
ilies on the other,” the council 
pointed out. “This gap is widening 
. « . the use of the union nego- 
tiated pension and welfare funds, 
properly safeguarded and guaran- 
teed, to close this gap will make a 
vital contribution toward making 
America a better place to live.” 


Auto Workers 
Win Canada 
GM Strike 


Toronto, Ont., Canada—The 
148-day-strike of 17,000 members 
of the Auto Workers at five Cana- 
dian plants of General Motors, 
longest nationwide industrial walk- 
out in the country’s history, has 
been settled on the basis of a 26.2 
cents package deal including sup- 
plemental layoff benefits. 

Members of the five locals were 
preparing to act on ratification of 
the settlement as the company took 
steps to begin production of 1956 
models in plants at Toronto, 
Oshawa, St. Catherines, Windsor 
and London, all in Ontario. 


Gain Equalization 


The agreement was worked out 
after nearly 10 months of negoti- 
ations since demands were filed 
last Apr. 24, and more than 400 
bargaining sessions since the strike 
became effective on Sept. 19. 

It provides, for the first time. for 
equalization of the annual improve- 
ment factor with U. S. employes of 
GM with 6 cents instead of the 5 
cents the company had offered dur- 
ing most of the bargaining; 5 cents 
to wipe out wage inequities, one of 
the major sources of friction, and 
an increase in off-shift premiums 
from 5 cents to 5 percent for the 
second and 10 percent for the third, 
the same rate as in the U. S. 

In addition, the union won two 
more paid holidays for a total of 
eight—Good Friday and the after- 
noons of the eves of Christmas and 
New Years; double time for Sunday 
as such, and the same pension plan 
improvements as in the U. S., witha 
special proviso for larger benefits 
between 65. and 70. 

263-Page Contract 

The contract, to run for two and 
one-half years, provides for further 
6-cent improvement increases on 
Aug. 1, 1956, and Aug. 1, 1957, 
for an estimated total of 38.2 cents 
in the package during the lifetime 
of the agreement. 

Wage rates also will be boosted 
by an additional one cent an hour 
on resumption of work under the 
cost of living clause. Application 
of the inequity increase will mean 
raises of as much as 34 cents an 
hour for individual workers from 
this source alone. 

The 263-page master contract 
also improves vacation, seniority 
and promotion programs, protects 
transfer rights, recognizes the UAW 
skilled trades program and grants 
each apprentice $200 for tools when 
he becomes a journeyman, and 
gives the full union shop, which 


had not existed at Oshawa. 
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Depressed Areas Need 
More Than*Token’ Aid 


Miami Beach, Fla.—More than just a token program is necessary 
to eradicate the cancer of chronic area unemployment, the AFL- 
CIO Executive Council declared in a statement on economically 
depressed sections and cities of the U. S. 


The legislation introduced last July by Sen. Paul Douglas (D-II) 


XN 


Pennsylvania 
Blight Tragic, 
Probe Hears 


Wilkes-Barre, Pa.—Labor, civic 
and industry spokesmen described 
as a “tragedy” the vast distress suf- 
fered in Pennsylvania due to chron- 
ic unemployment “in the midst of 
a great so-called national boom.” 

Testifying here and in Johnstown, 
more than a score of speakers en- 
dorsed the Douglas bill for the re- 
lief of distressed areas at hearings 
conducted by Sen. Matthew F. 
Neely (D-W. Va.) for the Senate 
Labor subcommittee. 


Hearings shift next week to Il- 
linois, where interest will focus on 
depressed conditions in mining and 
one-industry communities. The 
bill’s chief sponsor, Sen. Paul Doug- 
las (D-Ill.) will preside. 

Many Hard-Hit Areas 

“While employment and produc- 
tion levels are reported to be break- 
ing records on a nationwide basis, 
here in this commonwealth can be 
found five of the 16 major labor 
market areas in the continental 
U. S. in which a substantial labor 
surplus (in excess of 6 percent) is 
reported,” Pres. Harry Boyer of the 
State Industrial Union Council 
testified in Johnstown. 

“In addition, many of our smaller 
labor market areas face similar 
distress. 

“The problem confronting these 
and smaller labor surplus areas is 
worse than a flood. A flood comes 
with tragic impact, but then it re- 
cedes. In addition, the whole na- 
tion becomes aroused by the dra- 
matic effect of a flood and offers 
aid. 

“The effect of chronic unemploy- 
ment on the other hand is long con- 
tinuing, and until now the nation 
has shown little interest and offered 
less aid.” 

Pennsylvania has known unem- 
ployment for decades, said Pres. 
Joseph A. McDonough of the State 
Federation of Labor. Natural re- 
sources like coal and iron have 
caused development of an extensive 
railroad industry, and tied together 
with all of these are the large num- 
ber of steel mills. __ 

“A cutback in production at the 
steel mills has always resulted in 
unemployment in the coal fields and 
the railroad yards,” he said. “It 
is ironical that our tremendous 
wealth in natural resources should 
at the same time be the sources of 
such distress among the workers of 
this state and their families.” 


Other Witnesses 


Other labor spokesmen included 
Vice Pres. Thomas Kennedy of the 
Mine Workers, Mrs. Min Lurye 
Matheson, manager for the Ladies 
Garment Workers, Reg. Dir. Sol 
Stettin of the Textile Workers and 
several TWUA members. 

Mrs. Matheson rapped imports of 
Japanese textile goods being made 
into clothing in the Wilkes-Barre 
area and resulting in fewer jobs for 
the region’s textile workers. 

Philadelphia’s Mayor Richard- 
son Dilworth and former Mayor 
Joseph Clark said their city’s unem- 
ployment was on the increase and 
asked that provisions of the bill be 
broadened to include communities 
with “urban industrial blight.” 


is “a comprehensive and realistic 
legislative effort to aid the hundreds 


who live in areas of, chronic dis- 
tress,” the council said. 


Douglas Bill Better 

Conceding that the Douglas bill 
needs some improvement, the coun- 
cil statement pointed out it was su- 
perior to the so-called Administra- 
tion measure introduced by Sen. H. 
Alexander Smith (R-N. J.). 

“It is encouraging to find the 
leadership of both the Republican 
and Democratic parties pledged to 
an effort in this session of the Con- 
gress to aid the many areas through- 
out the U. S. which still suffer from 
chronic unemployment,” the state- 
ment declared. 

There are now 19 major labor 
market areas and 66 smaller ones 
where unempisyment exceeds 6 
percent of the work force. The 
statement noted that a year ago 
Pres. Eisenhower’s Economic Re- 
port emphasized the local citizens’ 
responsibility to meet the depressed 
area problem. 

“We welcome the statement in 
his recent Economic Report of Jan- 
uary that the fate of distressed areas 
is a matter of national as well as 
local concern,” the council said. 

Restricted in Scope 

The statement said it was note- 
worthy that both bills would estab- 
lish a specific federal agency 
charged with aiding areas of sub- 
stantial and persistent unemploy- 
ment and provide federal loans to 
aid development of industrial fa- 
cilities in these areas. 

However, it continued, “only the 
Douglas bill provides an adequate- 
ly comprehensive attack on the per- 
sistent problem of chronic unem- 
ployment. The Administration bill 
is too restricted in scope and neg- 
lects many areas in which aid is 
clearly needed.” 


z 


of thousands of our fellow citizens |} } 
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DETAILED ANALYSIS ‘of what the U. economy did in 1955 and what it can be expected to 
do in 1956 was given AFL-CIO Executive Council by the Committee on Economic Policy, shown at 
one of its meetings. AFL-CIO Vice Pres. Walter P. Reuther presides at head of table, with Dir. Stan. 


ley H. Ruttenberg of the Dept. of Research at his left. 


Sound Economy Plan 
Proposed by Council 


(Continued from Page 1) 
month indicated a recognition of 
the persistence of social and eco- 
nomic problems,” it said, “the Ad- 
ministration has not come forth with 
a comprehensive and meaningful 
program of specific proposals and 
suggestions for private and govern- 
ment action. 

“The President’s budget message 
to Congress is based on a leveling 
off of economic activity at the rate 
of the last three months of 1955— 
and his economic report states that 
‘further expansion of economic ac- 
tivity is bound to proceed at a 
slower pace’—but his proposals, for 
the most part, are merely general 
in language and half-hearted in 
conception.” 

In looking ahead to 1956, the 
council observed that last year was 
characterized by. “sharp recovery” 
from the downturn of 1953-54. 

The major forces behind the pick- 
up, it said, were a “surge” of con- 
sumer spending for consumer dur- 
able goods and homes supported by 
a large increase in personal debt 
through greater use of credit, and 


in 1956 follows: 


progress. 


economic activity. 


have top priority. 


tight credit policies. (On Jan. 
9—A federal farm program 


of agricultural products. 
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Nine-Point Program 
For Full Employment 


Miami Beach, Fla.—The nine-point action program proposed 
by the AFL-CIO Executive Council to assure full employment 


1—Substantial collective bargaining gains to provide wage and 
salary earners with an adequate share of the benefits of industrial 
The trade unions achieved substantial collective bar- 
gaining gains in 1955 that contributed to the upward push of 


2—Tax revisions designed to make the federal tax structure 
more equitable and to reduce the tax burden on low and middle 
income families and to broaden the purchasing power base. 

3—A comprehensive and practical program of federal govern- 
ment assistance to rehabilitate economically distressed communities. 

4—Increase the minimum wage to $1.25 and extend coverage of 
the federal legal minimum wage law to millions of low-wage 
workers who are not now protected by the law. 

5—Adequate federal aid to education to provide, among other 
things, for an extended school construction program, should 


6—Launch an extensive federal-state road building program 
and a pickup in hospital construction. 

7—A federal housing and urban redevelopment program with 
goals for rehabilitation of urban centers and the construction of 
two million new housing units 4 year—by making financial credit 
terms more easily available for private and co-op construction of 
middle income housing, as well as a substantial increase, above 
current low levels, in public housing for low income families. 

8—Further relaxation of the Administration’s hard money and 


first move to loosen up housing mortgage credit.) 


the incomes of family farmers and to encourage the consumption 


> 


17, the Administration made its 


to provide equity by bolstering 


the rebuilding of business inven- 
tories. 

“With an anticipated slowing 
down of the rise in consumer spend- 
ing due to repayments on last year’s 
debt,” the council said, “and a tap- 
ering off of inventory-building by 
business, economic activity may 
level off or begin to slip some time 
during the year. 

“Employment and hours of work 
have already begun to decline in 
auto and related industries, and may 
possibly shrink further as demand 
falls. 


“Although a leveling off is ex- 
pected in 1956—and, perhaps, some 
temporary decline in total output— 
the general level of economic ac- 
tivity should remain relatively high. 


Some Decline Seen 

“Some industrial activities will 
probably decline—such as automo- 
bile output and residential construc- 
tion—whole other industries will 
likely experience increases in ac- 
tivity—such as_state and local gov- 
ernment construction and machine 
tool output.” 

As a corollary to its nine-point 
general economic program, the Ex- 
ecutive Council issued a sharply- 
worded statement demanding “long 
overdue” direct tax relief for the 
great mass of Americans. 

“Such tax relief can be attained,” 
it said, “either by raising exemption 
levels or reducing the 20 percent 
tax rate now applied to the first 
$2,000 of taxable income. Either 
method would be a step in the direc- 
tion of making our tax system more 
progressive—that is, more in line 
with the basic tenet of ‘taxation ac- 
cording to ability to pay.’ 

“In recent years, Congress has 
run roughshod over this basic prin- 
ciple. Relief for wealthy and high- 
income taxpayers has made a mock- 
ery of it. 

“This trend must be reversed. 
There is no better time than the 
present.” 


‘Close the Loopholes’ 

If too much revenue is lost by 
enactment of such a program, the 
council said, “the closing of loop- 
holes and escape hatches can more 
than make up the difference.” 
It recalled the huge tax cuts for 
corporations and wealthy individ- 
uals pushed through Congress in 
1954, when a deficit of more than 
$3 billion was in sight. 
observed that “1954 was not an 
unusual year in granting tax relief 
to special privileged groups.” 
The council set forth its views 
of the national economy and tax 
relief on the basis of a detailed 
report, covering 1955 performances 
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Ike’s Economic 
Report Hit on 
‘Deficiencies’ 


Pres. Eisenhower’s “disappoint. 
ing” Economic Report is an exam. 
ple of “extremely limited, timid and 
narrow use of scholarship and tech. 
nical competence” which “indicates 
a disregard for the original pur-§ 
poses” of the Employment Act that 
requires it, AFL-CIO Research Dir, 
Stanley H. Ruttenberg told the Joint 
Committee on the Economic Re- 
port. 

“There is no examination of the 
basic economic trends that affect 
the long-run development of our 
economy,” he charged. 

“Neither is there an ‘examina 
tion of foreseeable trends in the 
levels of employment, production 
and purchasing power,’ as required 
by the Employment Act. 
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Many Deficiencies 
“Nor does the report comply 
with the act’s specific requirement 
that it set forth the levels of em- 
ployment, production and purchas- 
ing power needed to provide eco- 
nomic conditions ‘under which 
there will be afforded useful em§, 
ployment opportunities, including 
self-employment, for those able, 
willing and seeking to work.’ ” 
Ruttenberg said the “deficiencies 
of the report are many—in scope 
and conception.” Among others, 
he specifically pointed out that itt 
analysis of 1953-55 economic dé 
velopments “ignores the importamt 
contribution of the built-in stabi 
lizers—trade union effectiveness 
and social welfare legislation”—i 
limiting the loss of purchasing pow 
er as unemployment increased dur 
ing the period. 
Ignores Real Problems 
Ruttenberg told the committe 
that the 3.5 percent real increase if 
gross national product reported fot 
1953-55 “is less than what is I 
quired for the long run health” ¢ 
the economy under full employ 
ment, and that consumer spendabl 
income must go up if last yeatl 
installment payments are to be mi 
and consumption is to increase Mi 
year. 
He noted that while the repo 
dealt at length with “the phantom 
threat of inflationary demand,” 4 
paid no attention to “the real prov 
lem of administered prices” in 10 
basic industries. While increas 
productivity was outstripping wasg'LO' 
increases and unit production cosifiltom 
were declining, he pointed Uf Unio, 
wholesale prices of industrial goO%@in at; 


studer 
in tio 


and 1956 anticipations, by the AFL- 


CIO Economic Policy Committee. 


rose 3.5 percent in the last Soo) 
months of 1955. 
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Unionists 
Not Part of 
ucy Mob 


Tuscaloosa, Ala.—Local 351 
ofthe Rubber Workers, represent- 
ing 1,500 workers at the B. F. 

ich tire plant here, de- 
manded “a public retraction and 
logy” from a University of 
Alabama Official who said work- 
ers from the plant were leaders in 
mob demonstrations ‘ against a 
Negro student. ’ 

Earlier, Tuscaloosa Police Chief 
w. C. Thompkins, Jr., flatly denied 
published reports that he made a 
similar assertion. 

“Any comments attributed to me 
blaming workers of the B. F. Good- 
rich Rubber plant for instigating or 
inciting disorder on the university 
campus are unfounded,” the police 
chief declared. “I have not, at any 
time, seen rubber workers partici- 
pate in any overt acts or violence. 
Statements blaming them for these 
disorders, as far as I know per- 
sonally, are without merit.” 


Heated Objection 

Press reports on the egg and rock 
throwing disturbances which re- 
sulted in the university’s suspension 
of Autherine J. Lucy, its first Negro 
student, quoted Thompkins and uni- 
versity Officials as saying that the 
“hard core” of the riots were made 
up of Goodrich workers. 

A special meeting of the local’s 
«Bexecutive board unanimously 
adopted a resolution heatedly ob- 
jecting to being made “scapegoats” 
for the affair. 

“We do not condone mob vio- 
lence and flatly deny that the dem- 
onstrations are being incited by 
workers from the B. F. Goodrich 
Tire Plant,” the statement declared. 


seeking re-entry to classes at the 
university. She charged that the 
university was guilty of contempt 
of court for having suspended her 
after permitting her to attend classes 
for only three days. A previous 
court order directed ‘the school to 
end its ban on Negro students. 

She sued for the right to live and 
tat as well as study with white co- 
tds and asked that university offi- 
tials be given jail sentences if they 
failed to obey a future court order 
for her readmission. 

University Pres. O. C. Carmichael 
pledged, however, that if a federal 
judge orders Miss Lucy readmitted, 
steps will be taken to protect her 
and other students from mob out- 
bursts. He also promised to punish 
students “known to have engaged 
in rioting.” 


Meanwhile, Miss Lucy filed suit |. 


Miami Beach, Fla.—A report of 
the AFL-CIO Civil Rights Com- 
mittee which brands the White 
Citizens Councils of the South both 
“anti-union and anti-democratic” 
was approved by the AFL-CIO 
Executive Council. 


The committee, headed by AFL- 
CIO Vice Pres. James B. Carey, 
said after its initial two-day organ- 
izational meeting that it has “laid 
the groundwork for carrying out 
one of the foremost tasks of the 
merged federation, that of bringing 
to the American workers every- 
where full equality of opportunity, 
regardless of race, creed, color or 
national origin.” 


Most of the report was devoted 
to a condemnation of the White 
Citizens Councils, which were 
launched in Mississippi following 
the Supreme Court decision out- 
lawing segregation in _ public 
schools. The councils immediately 
became “rallying points throughout 
the South for the defiance of the 
Supreme Court decisions,” the re- 


port noted. 
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st “local Manager Jack Spitzer reads the telegram. 


FLOWERS ARE SENT to Autherine L 
fom the University of Alabama, by the New York Dress Pressers 
Union as “a modest tribute to your personal courage and gallantry 
attempting to advance the fight for civil liberties in education.” 


SEE: 


ucy, Negro co-ed driven 


THE AFL-CIO TACKLED THE CIVIL RIGHTS SITUATION head on in a strong statement con- 
demning the South’s citizens councils. The fight for improved civil rights was mapped at this meet- 
ing of the Civil Rights Committee. At the head of the table are from left, Boris Shishkin, committee 
director; James B. Carey, chairman, and George L-P Weaver, committee secretary. 


Civil Rights Committee Denounces 
White Coune 


ils for Anti-Unionism 


eo 


Bessie Hillman 
Joins Committee 


Miami Beach, Fla.—Bessie 
Hillman, widow of the late 
Amalgamated Clothing Work- 
ers Pres. Sidney Hillman, has 
been appointed a member of 
the AFL-CIO Civil Rights 
Committee by Pres. George 
Meany. 


Bigot Move Grows 

Field reports show that there are 
now over 500 local and county 
units within 44 state and area or- 
ganizations with a paid up member- 
ship of over 200,000 “and an even 
larger following,” the committee 
said. These have recently united 
under “the deliberately misleading 
name” of Federation for Constitu- 
tional Government. 


“There is a close link between 
these organizations and the drive 
to weaken and destroy trade un- 
ions,” the committee said. “Many 
of the members of the various com- 
mittees of the Federation of Con- 
stitutional Government can be iden- 
tified as anti-union leaders and 
sponsors of state right-to-work 
laws.” 


The committee warned that 
moves by White Citizen Council 
leaders to form independent union 
centers and “to chop away union 
membership from AFL-CIO affili- 
ates” have been reported. 


‘Klan Without Hoods’ 

“The pattern followed by this 
new Ku Klux Klan without hoods 
is ominous in its resemblance to the 
pattern of the- growth of Nazism 
and other totalitarian movements 
which fed on hatred and defied con- 
stitutional democracy,” the report 
said. 

Although economic boycott and 
intimidation of Negroes are “the 
chosen instruments” of their hate- 
mongering campaign, the commit- 
tee pointed out that not all of the 
victims of the White Citizens’ drive 
have been Negroes. 

“White Protestant ministers have 
been forced to resign their churches 
and educators have been deprived 
of their posts for their concurrence 


in the U. S. Supreme Court deci- 
sion,” the report said. 


Leaders and sponsors of “the 
new Klan movement,” the commit- 
tee pointed out, include corpora- 
tion lawyers, bankers, industrialists, 
judges and local and state politi- 
cians. Several governors, U. S. 
senators and congressmen have 
joined. 

Warns of Disunity 

Declaring that the movement 
“gnaws at the very foundations of 
our free society,” the report warned 
that “disruption and disunity sown 
by the White Citizens Councils and 
their ilk must be vigorously stamped 
out before they sap the spiritual 
strength of America at home and 
of its leadership in the free world.” 


The committee recommended 
that the AFL-CIO “maintain a re- 
lationship of cooperation” with the 
National Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People, 
Urban League, Leadership Confer- 
ence on Civil Rights, Jewish La- 
bor Committee and National Labor 
Service. 


It also directed the chairman and 
staff to discuss with the National 
Conference of Christians and Jews 
the “desirability of a change in 
their policy which permits segre- 
gated chapters.” 


Court Voids Laws 
To Bar Integration 


New Orleans — Laws writ- 
ten to keep Louisiana schools 
segregated have been declared 
unconstitutional by a three- 
judge federal court. The laws 
were enacted under the state’s 
police powers to bypass the 
)- U. S. Supreme Court decision 
in 1954, 

After the decision, U. S. 
Judge J. Skelly Wright or- 
dered New Orleans to deseg- 
regate its public schools “with 
all delberate speed.” But, 
he indicated, he did not ex- 
pect integrated classes would 
come “overnight or even in a 
year or more.” 

Dr. Clarence Scheps, presi- 
dent of the school board, said 
his group was committed to 
keep segregation and would 
appeal the new decision. 


:| cil members. 


Council Sets ” 
Plans to Spur 
Organizing 


(Continued from Page 1) 
too great difficulty, work out mutu- 
ally satisfactory plans for their joint 
organizing drive in air transport. 
Meanwhile, regional directors 
have been called to Washington by 
Livingston for a meeting later this 
month. The 23 directors have been 
conducting surveys of union organi- 
zation in their respective areas. 
Meany, at a press conference on . 
the final day of the Executive 
Council meeting, acknowledged in 


_| answer to reporters’ questions that 
‘|nobody on the council expected 
:| organizing miracles to happen over- 


But he emphasized that the 


;] means “insurmountable.” 


Meany also expressed gratifica- 


{| tion over the quickly growing spirit 


of unity among the Executive Coun- 
Seventeen of the vice 
presidents came from former AFL 
unions, 10 from former CIO affili- 
ates. 

Successful Meeting 

“The meeting worked out far 
better than I had expected,” Meany 
declared. 

“There was no friction among 
the members. 

“There were knotty problems, of 
course, but not a single question 
was approached on the basis of 
either an ‘AFL attitude’ or a ‘CIO 
attitude.’ 

“In the meetings, there were far 
fewer points of contention than 
might have been expected after 20 
years of division in the labor move- 
ment. The sentiment and the spirit 
of the meeting were good.” 

One indication of the council’s 
determination to work out amicable 
answers to difficult problems was 
the solution, reached on the last 
day of the meeting, to a jurisdic- 


_|tional dispute between the United 


Automobile Workers and the De- 
troit Building Trades Council. The 
issue involved construction work at 
a Packard Motors plant now con- 
verting to the production of jet air- 
plane engines, a process requiring 
considerable movement of machin- 
ery and construction. 

Building trades pickets had been 
in front of the Packard plant for 
more than a fortnight as a result 
of a dispute as to whether the work 
should be done by UAW members 
on Packard’s payroll or by build- 
ing trades union members employed 
by contractors hired on a day-to- 
day basis by the company. 

Settle Dispute : 

Settlement of the dispute was 
announced by Meany, who had 
been assisted by Vice-Pres. Joseph 
Keenan, secretary-treasurer of the 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. 

In the final days of the meeting 
the council: 

1—Reaffirmed labor’s strong 
viewpoint that educational oppor- 
tunity must be available for all per- 
sons “regardless of race, creed or 
status.” It voiced strong opposition 
to providing federal school funds to 
states or school districts which are 
in “defiance of the Supreme Court 
decision.” é 

The Executive Council’s state- 
ment voiced the opinion that the 
controversial Powell amendment to 
the school aid bill, which would 
prohibit such aid, is unnecessary. 

At the same time, Meany voiced 
criticism of Adlai Stevenson for 
what he termed the Democratic 
presidential aspirant’s “running 
away from the problem.” 

2—Approved the first report of 
the Ethical Practices Committee, 
primarily concerned with proce- 
dures for future functions. 

3—Issued a nine-point program 
to achieve full employment in 1956, 
aid depressed areas and remove in- 
equities from ‘the federal tax laws. 

The council also approved three 
sets of rules to govern state bodies, 
city labor bodies, and federal locals 


and local industrial unions. 
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Page Six 


Labor Flays Catiphiga’ 
Of Lies’ Against ILO 


Miami Beach, Fla—The AFL-CIO Executive Council, voicing 
its concern over the “campaign of falsehoods” being waged against 
the Intl. Labor Organization, officially reiterated labor’s “full and 
unqualified support” of the world-wide organization, and the con- 
tinued membership and activity of the U. S. in it. o 


Council Offers 
6-Point Plan 
For Germany 


Miami Beach, Fla.—The Big 
Four powers have an obligation to 
meet the problem of German re- 
unification by turning to the Ger- 
man people and the United Nations 
for help in view of their years of 
failure to find a solution, according 
to the AFL-CIO Executive Council. 

The responsibility of the U. S., 
Great Britain, France and Russia 
to help the German people attain 
their reunification in freedom, the 
council declared in a statement, 
“cannot be disavowed, discontinued, 
or even diminished.” 

Six-Point Program 

The council spelled out a six- 
point program aimed at “hasten- 
ing the day when the entire Ger- 
man people can enjoy the funda- 
mental human rights provided for 
in the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights.” 

It urged the U. S. government to 
work for: 

1—A free and democratic ple- 
biscite under UN supervision to 
enable the German people to choose 
freely between the Eden Plan, call- 
ing for internationally-supervised 
elections to set up an.all-German 
government, and the Molotov Plan, 
which would establish an All-Ger- 
man Council in which the Moscow- 
imposed East German regime would 
have equal voice with the dem- 
ocratically-elected West German 
regime. 

2—Procedure in the plebiscite to 
be based on that followed in the re- 
cent Saar plebiscite. 

3—Pledges by the Big Four and 
the UN guaranteeing the personal 
safety of all individuals and organ- 
izations regardless of whom they 
support in the plebiscite. 

4—Execution by the Big Four of 
whichever plan is supported in the 
plebiscite. 

Appeal to People 
5—Reaffirmation, pending the 


plebiscite, of the intention of the, 


U. S., Britain and France to hold 
Russia to the Berlin agreement to 
maintain the present status of West 
Berlin, with the necessary measures 
for assuring its freedom and pros- 
perity. 

6—-Appeals by the President of 


in Britain and France to the Ger- 
man people in behalf of the ple- 
biscite plan which the council said 
is “designed to give them a free and 
real voice in the settlement of their 
own fate.” 

“Let the German people be heard 
regarding the problem of reunit- 
ing their country,” the council de- 
manded. 

“Let them exercise their voice ef- 
fectively toward attaining reunifica- 
tion of Germany as a fully sovereign 
land—with freedom to determine 
their relations with other peoples 
as well as the social, economic and 
political system they themselves 
want.” 


Unions in Sweden 
Win 4 Percent Hike 


Stockholm—aA general wage in- 
crease of 4 percent, with a minimum 
of 3 cents an hour, has been negoti- 
ated by the General Federation of 
Swedish Trade Unions (LO) and 
the Swedish Employers Association. 

The agreement, effective Mar. 15, 
covers 98 percent of Sweden’s un- 
ionized workers, 


> ~The council also endorsed a 
pending bill which would increase 
the existing ceiling on U. S. con- 
tributions to the ILO from $1.75 
million to $3 million a year. ~ 

“This will serve to bring the U. S. 
contribution to the ILO budget, 
which is so essential to the success 
of the ILO’s program and activi- 
ties,” it said in a statement, “more 
nearly in line with contributions by 
the U. S. to the United Nations 
itself as well as to other specialized 
agencies of the UN.” 


Ridiculous Claims 

Opposition to continued U. S. 
participation in the ILO and to the 
bill increasing this country’s maxi- 
mum contribution to it have been 
spearheaded by William L. Mc- 
Grath, Cincinnati manufacturer and 
management delegate to the Intl. 
Labor Conference for the last few 
years, 

McGrath claims that the ILO is 
socialist- and statist-minded, and 
that the votes of the Communist 
bloc outnumber those of the U. S. 
AFL-CIO Rep. George P. Delaney, 
U. S. worker delegate to the ILO, 
has branded these claims as ridicu- 
lous. ~ 

The Executive Council also called 
on the U. S. to get into the fight to 
abolish the use of forced labor by 
supporting a convention, or treaty, 
at the 1956 ILO conference. 

“The AFL-CIO believes that the 
failure of the U. S. government to 
support the ILO both morally and 
financially would weaken the forces 
of freedom and democracy through- 
out the world,” it said. 

“Active and energetic leadership 
and encouragement would, on the 
other hand, demonstrate to the 
aspiring peoples of the world that 
America represents mankind’s best 
hope on earth. 


Embarrassing Position 

“Contrary to the reported posi- 
tton of the U. S. government, we 
do not believe that representatives 
of this country at the ILO should 
refuse to endorse proposed conven- 
tions of the ILO which vigorously 
condemn such inhuman practices as 
forced labor. 


“To do so will place the freedom- 
loving people of America in an 
embarrassing and untrue position of 
being the only member-nation of the 
ILO which refuses. to condemn 
such slavery out of hand through 


; the strongest weapon available to 


the U. S. and the heads of state! ihe 11.0.” 


The council called upon all 
Americans to demand that U. S. 
membership in the ILO be con- 
tinued, and that this country retain 
“its proud position in that organ- 
ization as a fearless champion of 
human rights for the wage-earners 
of the world.” 


First Strike in 30 Years 
Raises Norwegian Pay 


Oslo—The first national strike 
of Norwegian transport workers in 
more than 30 years has won sub- 
stantial wage increases for road 
transport, dock and warehouse em- 
ployes. 

The 12-day walkout, which para- 
lyzed all Norwegian ports, began 
when negotiations and mediation 
had broken down and the govern- 
ment was threatening compulsory 
arbitration. The agreement in- 


cludes a wage reopener if the cost 
of living index rises or falls by 


seven points by next Sept. 15. 


THE WORLD IS THEIR FIELD: Problems of labor in the four corners of the earth were discussed 


at Miami Beach by (from left) Dir. George T. Brown and Assistant Dir. Michael Ross of the AFL. 
CIO Dept. of Intl. Affairs; Serafino Romualdi, AFL-CIO Latin American representative, and Gen, 


Sec. J. 


H. Oldenbroek of the Intl. Confederation of Free Trade Unions. 


Meany Urges India to Cooperate 
With Western Democracies 


Miami Beach, Fla.—India’s trade 
union leaders have been urged by 
AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany to 
recognize that the future of their 
nation and its labor movement can 
be assured only by close coopera- 
tion with the western democracies. 

In a long letter to Sec. K. P. 
Tripathi of the Indian National 
Trade Union Congress, Meany took 
issue with the Indian unionist’s “ill- 
advised” condemnation of “my ap- 
peal to liberals, like Prime Minister 
Nehru (of India) to take the lead in 
the struggle against communism.” 


Slander Tactics 


The AFL-CIO president charged 
that Soviet officials Khrushchev and 
Bulganin, during their visit to India 
late last year, resorted to “typical 
Communist slander tactics” in order 
to make India “more receptive to 
communism” and “antagonistic to 
the western democracies.” 

He said that Indian Communists, 
responsible to the Kremlin rulers, 
agitated among the “hooligans who 
instigated and inflamed the fatal 
rioting in Bombay only a few days 
after their Russian masters left 
India.” He added: 


“In the face of these tragic out- 
breaks of violence, I am sure you 
now realize that it was a mistake, 
helpful only to communism, to 
mobilize many hundreds of thou- 
sands of schoolchildren, farmers, 
citizens and civil servants of 
India in a frenzied welcome to 
the Moscow rulers. 


“Remember, it is these Russian 
rulers who control the organization 
responsible for such deadly hooli- 
ganism against your peaceful and 
freedom-loving people.” 

Meany suggested to Tripathi that 
he would have “rendered a real 
service to the cause of world peace 
and freedom” if he had criticized 
the “two Moscow moguls”—Khru- 
shchev and Bulganin—instead of 
leveling his attack on Meany’s 
speech to the National Religion & 
Labor Foundation in New York in 
mid-December. 


Affirmative Position 

In that address, the AFL-CIO 
president reminded liberals at home 
and abroad that they must take an 
affirmative position against commu- 
nism and other totalitarian “isms.” 
Meany told the audience that neu- 
tralism was a form of appeasement 
that played into the hands of the 


@ 


Reuther Planning 
Trip to India 


Miami Beach, Fla.—AFL- 
CIO Vice Pres. Walter P. 
Reuther may visit India this 
spring as a guest of the Indian 
National Trade Union Con- 
gress when its -convention 
opens in April. 

Reuther’s decision whether 
to visit the vast Asiatic de- 
mocracy will depend on his 
schedule as head of the Unit- 
ed Automobile Workers. 

The UAW president, who 
has long been concerned with 
promoting South Asia’s dem- 
ocratic future, discussed the 
Indian invitation with AFL- 
CIO Pres. Meany and other 
leaders of the organization 
during the Executive Council 
meetings. 

He was urged to make the 
trip and to meet with leaders 
of India’s free unions during 
his visit. 


@. 
Ww 


Soviet imperial machine. 

He specifically cited Premier Tito 
of Communist Yugoslavia and 
Prime Minister Nehru of demo- 
cratic India as having adopted poli- 
cies which, whatever their motive, 
in fact gave help to the Kremlin. 


Gen. Sec. Tripathi of the Indian 
National Trade Union Congress, 
who was in New York for the De- 
cember meeting of the executive 
board of the Intl. Confederation of 


critical of Meany’s words. 


Tripathi voiced his criticism at 
press conferences in New York 
and in India, and in a letter to 
Meany in December. N. K. 
Bhatt, assistant secretary of the 
Indian unions, issued a circular 
letter discussing what he called 
the “malicious allegations” made 
by Meany. 

Meany’s letter said there “is no 
foundation whatsoever” to Tri- 
pathi’s allegation that “the general 
tenor of the (Meany) speech was 
such that it almost amounted to an 
immediate call for preparation for 
war.” “The burden of my speech,” 
Meany wrote, “was that much more 
regard must be shown by the de- 
mocracies for principles—for the 


principles of human rights and 
freedom.” 


peace.” 


Free Trade Unions, was sharply | 


The AFL-CIO president said that 
in the face of the Soviet’s giant mili- 
tary machine, “dedicated to the de- 
struction of all religion, free labor 
and all human rights,” the democ- 
racies must not only develop their 
own adequate military power but 
must also promote “social and eco- 
nomic superiority” through “inter. 
national cooperation, freedom and 
social progress for colonial peoples 
and underdeveloped countries. . . .” 

Meany said he firmly believed in 
these principles. Tripathi, he added, 
may have a “different and better 
road to the protection and promo- 
tion of human freedom and world 


Denies ‘War’ Charge 


“Even if you do, that does not 
make my three proposals ‘almost an 
immediate call for preparation for 
war,’ ”” Meany wrote in his letter. 


Meany underscored the right of 
anyone in either democratic Amer- 
ica or democratic India to criticize 
any government or government offi- 
cial. Statements made by Tripathi 
could be taken as a suggestion that 
he might even recommend the dis- 
affiliation of the INTUC from the 
ICFTU and seek to align Indian 
labor closely with Communist 
China’s labor front in the Commu- 
nist-dominated World Federation of 
Trade Unions. 

The Indian, American and other 
democratic labor movements inside 
the ICFTU share democratic prin 
ciples which “cement our ranks, re- 
gardless of disagreements between 
us Over one or another policy of 
our respective governments,” he 
said. 

Settlement of Differences 

Differences between the U. S. 
and Indian trade unions, if they 
should arise again, should be re 
solved in a “forthright and friendly 
manner through the democrati¢ 
process,” Meany suggested in his 
letter to Tripathi. He continued: 

“We can do so without charg: 
ing ‘malicious allegations’ and 
hurling epithets of warmonger. 

““We are counting on the deter 
mination and capacity of this great 
organization (INTUC) to fulfill its 
responsibilities to the Indian na- 
tion, to the rest of the free world, 
and to the international democrati¢ 
labor movement dedicated to the 
building of a world free from pov- 
erty, colonialism, racialism, war and 
every other form of dictatorship.” 
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AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1956 


Meany Pledges All-Out 


flelp in Hotel Strike 


Miami Beach, Fla.—A seventh Miami Beach hotel—the Di Lido 
—has signed a union contract with the Hotel & Restaurant Workers. 
The Di Lido is the fifth beach hotel to sign with Local 255 since 
the strike started last spring. Twenty-one others are still on the 


ynion’s unfair list. 


Pay raises of from $2 to $7 a® 


week beginning in November, paid 
yacations, job security, welfare fund 
protection, seniority and arbitration 
of all grievances were included in 
the Di Lido agreement. 
Announcement of the agreement 
was the high point of what local 
observers described as the most suc- 
cessful labor rally in Florida history. 


Fighting Speeches 

A crowd variously estimated as 
ranging between 12,000 and 19,000 
people turned out at the Bayfront 
Park band shell to hear fighting 
speeches by AFL-CIO Pres. George 
Meany and Vice Pres. Walter P. 
Reuther. , 

Sharing the stage were a host of 
national and local union officials, 
including a majority of members 
of the AFL-CIO Executive Coun- 
cil. The meeting was sponsored by 
the Dade County Central Labor 
Union. 

Meany charged that Florida state 
laws on unions and strikes are a 
“key that locks the door to justice.” 
He criticized anti-strike injunctions 
issued against the hotel union and 
pointed out there is no way under 
present Florida laws for the union 
to “prove” that it represents the 
hotel workers. 

Meany said that the leaders of 
the local trade union movement as 
good Americans, will not “know- 
ingly and deliberately defy” the 
court-ordered injunction. 

“But, as president of the AFL- 
CIO and as a free American citizen, 
Icannot and will not refrain from 
stating my opinion that this injunc- 
tion represents a challenge to our 
free way of life and to the entire 
labor movement,” Meany declared. 


National Issue 

“No longer can we say the Miami 
hotel strike is a local affair. This 
injunction makes it a national is- 
sue. This challenge strikes at the 
very heart of our trade union move- 
ment. 

“We must meet it. 
i.” 

The AFL-CIO president pre- 
dicted that as long as the workers 
Maintain their “solid front,” they 
will win their dispute. 

“I can promise you this,” Meany 
continued, “the AFL-CIO will use 
every legal means at its command to 
help you. We will carry the legal 
fight to the highest court in the 
land to seek justice. ... 

“The labor movement of this 
nation is in this fight with you, and 
will stay in it until we win.” 

Reuther, who preceded Meany to 
the speaker’s podium, also stressed 
the theme that “the strike on the 
Miami Beach ‘Gold Coast’ is not 
just their strike but the fight of 
the whole labor movement.” 

“If America’s most powerful cor- 
Porations are not powerful enough 
fo stop the union, we’re not going 
to let a handful of people on the 
Gold Coast’ stop this union,” the 
auto union leader said. 


Reuther Predicts Victory 

He pointed out that General Mo- 
‘ors—which could buy up all the 
stuck hotels out of its 1955 profits 
wasn’t strong enough to resist 
nion organization, and predicted 
that the Miami Beach Hotel Assn. 
“will have to sit down at the col- 
ketive bargaining table to negoti- 
atte an agreement with the Hotel 
Workers.” ; 

Reuther noted that workers in 
Manufacturing industry in Florida 
leeive an average hourly wage of 
.41.—compared to $2.31 in 
Michigan. , 

Workers in the 18 states with so- 


We will meet 


called right-to-work laws, which 
prohibit union security contracts, 
average $1.53 an hour, compared 
to $2.02 in the 30. states without 
right-to-work statutes. And in the 
food processing industries, Florida 
workers are paid an average of 
$1.21 an hour, compared to $1.84 
in Michigan. 

“But prices are the same, whether 
you get 63 cents an hour less, or 
not,” Reuther said. “The workers 
of Florida pay first class prices for 
the things they buy, even if they 
are paid second class wages.” 

Both the AFL-CIO officials laid 
stress on plans just beginning to 
take preliminary shape for big un- 
ion organizing campaigns in various 
industries throughout the country. 

Meany and Reutlier were intro- 
duced to the Miami labor audience 
by Frank Roche, veteran head of 
the Florida Federation of Labor, 
and by Howard Walton, president 
of the state industrial union council. 


Continued support for the Miami 
hotel strike was expressed by the 
Executive Council. 

At the same time, Pres. Meany 
indicated that organizing activities 
might soon be undertaken by the 
AFL-CIO organizing staff and by 
other affiliated unions in the fast- 
growing Miami Metropolitan Area. 


Council Backs 
U.S. Workers 


Miami Beach, Fla.—A _ seven- 
point legislative program, proposed 
by the Government Employes 
Council representing a number of 
federal employes’ unions, won en- 
dorsement from the AFL-CIO Exe- 
cutive Council. 


The program was presented to 
the council by Vice Pres. William 
Doherty, who heads the National 
Association of Letter Carriers. It 
took the form of a letter from 
Thomas Walters, operations director 
of the Government Employes Coun- 
cil. 

It calls for “federal recognition 
and bargaining rights” for federal 


workers’ unions; liberalization of | 


the federal retirement system; pro- 
tection against pay cuts where a| 
worker is down-graded through no | 
fault of his own; salary ‘imecnental 
for federal and postal employes; | 
retroactive pay for so-called blue} 
collar workers to the date a survey, 
is ordered; low-cost health and med- 
ical insurance, and federal safety 
and educational legislation. 


Dingell Asks End 
Of Cabaret Tax 


Rep. John D. Dingell (D-Mich.) 
has introduced. a bill to repeal the 
20 percent federal cabaret tax and 
supported it with evidence that the 
government would probably lose 
nothing in revenues. 

The 20 percent tax, Dingell 
pointed out, has shown falling reve- 
nues for 10 years as hotel-operated 
and other closely-regulated cabarets 
dropped from a high of 700 to only 
250 as early as 1950. | 

In 1946 the government collected 
more than $72 million from the tax, 
but the total fell to $38 million in 
1954 and $39 mililon in 1955 as a 
result of the closing of cabarets. 

In Michigan alone, Dingell said, 
revenue from the cabaret tax 
dropped from $3.3 million in 1946 
to $1.9 million in 1955, although 
total federal revenue from the state 
climbed from $2 billion in 1946 to 


THE MOST SUCCESSFUL 
labor rally in Florida’s history : 
drew an estimated 19,000 persons 
to hear AFL-CIO Pres. George 
Meany and Vice Pres. Walter P. 
Reuther deliver fighting speeches 
on behalf of the hotel workers 
strike against Miami-Miami 
Beach hotels. At top a partial 
view of the overflow crowd at the 
Bayfront Park band shell. At 
right, Reuther, Ed. S. Miller, 
president of the hotel workers, 
-and Meany join in a three-way 
handshake. Another view of the 
record crowd that turned out to 
hear Florida’s labor laws assailed 
as a “key that locks the door to 
justice” is shown below. The 
rally also marked the signing of a 
contract with the Di Lido Hotel 
recognizing the hotel workers un- 
ion and lending new impetus to 
the campaign to bring all the 
major hotels in the area into the 
union fold. : 


Bill Would Drop 
T-H Affidavits 


A bill to repeal the Taft- 
Hartley Act requirement that 
labor union officials sign non- 
communist affidavits was in- 
troduced by Sen. Pat Mc- 
Namara (D-Mich.). 

Terming the provision 
“grossly unfair to the thou- 
sands of patriotic Americans 
who are leaders of our great 
unions,” McNamara said the 
requirement was _ ineffective 
against communism and 
served no other purpose than 
to make “second-class citi- 
zens” of leaders of organized 
labor. 


$5.7 billion. 
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Club Backs ‘Wreck’ Law 


Los Angeles—Leaders of the El 
Sereno Kiwanis Club here have 
abandoned their nationwide anti- 
labor campaign to concentrate on 
supporting a “right-to-wreck” law 
in California. 

Thus declared market operator 
Leonard Keefer, chairman of the 
local club’s public affairs commit- 
tee which several weeks ago stirred 
up national controversy by circu- 
lating Kiwanis branches all over 
America with a resolution favoring 
the so-called “right-to-work” bills. 

Despite the fact that Kiwanis 
Clubs are supposed to avoid taking 
sides in a controversial political is- 
sue, Keefer said his group planned 
to “encourage other service clubs 
like Rotary and Lions to support 


the fight” for adoption of a Cali- 
fornia measure to outlaw the union 
shop. _ 

Although he is only a committee 
head and not an executive officer of 
the 50-member organization, Gro- 
ceryman Keefer indicated he in- 
tended to use the hame of Kiwanis 
in what appears to be a personal 
anti-union campaign. 

He was quoted by the Los An- 
geles Examiner as saying that he 
began the nationwide “right-to- 
wreck” campaign among Kiwanis 
Clubs merely to “start discussions 
of this important issue.” 

The national campaign is ended, 
he explained, because “our original 


goal has been “achieved.” 
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Page Eight 


Good News About Ike 


gles 3 nation got good news about Pres. Eisenhower when his 

physicians, after extensive mid-February tests, unanimously 
agreed he had made a “good recovery” from his heart attack and 
that he could anticipate a future of sound activity, with room for 
work and recreation. 

Regardless of political party, regardless of the second-term issue, 
the President enjoys the deep affection of our people. We wish 
him continued health and the energy and vigor to fulfil whatever 
task to which he believes he may turn his hand. 


Tax Relief Overdue 


i the last few years Congress has run roughshod over the basic 
principle that the nation’s tax system must be based on ability 
to pay. 

Congress has opened gaping loopholes and escape hatches for 
wealthy taxpayers and large corporations enabling them to escape 
payment of taxes estimated at from $5 to $7 billion a year. 

But the burden on the average worker has not been eased. 
He has had no real tax relief since 1948 except for the “auto- 
matic” tax cuts in January 1954 which in the main benefited 
the wealthy. ; 

The AFL-CIO Executive Council at its Miami Beach meeting 
has called for an immediate reduction in taxes for the low and 
middle-income taxpayers by raising exemptions and/or reducing 
the 20 percent tax rate on the first $2,000 of income. 

Revenue lost from this change, the council pointed out, can 
be offset by plugging the loopholes in the existing laws. 

The trend of the past few years of granting tax relief to favored 
groups in the nation must end and a progressive tax system based 
on ability to pay reinstituted on a firm basis. 


Turning on the Heat 


HE racketeers and totalitarians who have tried in the past to 

carry on their corruption and subversion within the labor move- 
ment were served notice from Miami Beach that there is no place 
for them within the AFL-CIO. 

Real progress toward implementing the Ethical Practices resolu- 
tion adopted at the merger convention last December came when 
the Executive Council unanimously accepted and endorsed a report 
of the AFL-CIO Ethical Practices Committee. 

The committee, headed by Vice Pres. Al Hayes, declared it 
“stands ready to fulfill its duties and responsibilities.” 
Delegates to the founding convention who spelled out the AFL- 


CIO’s fundamental opposition to crime, corruption and totalitarian 
influences will be gratified to note the prompt action taken to 


implement the basic policy that clearly has the overwhelming support 
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DRAWN FOR THE 
AFL-CIO NEWS 


Registration: Passport to Democracy 


(The following is excerpted from 
an article by Sen. Richard L. Neu- 
berger (D-Oreg.) written for the 
Butcher Workman, official publica- 
tion of the Amalgamated Meat Cut- 
ters and Butcher Workmen.) 


Registration is not something sus- 
pended remotely between heaven 
and earth, like Mohammed’s coffin. 
It decides the kind of government 
under which you and your family 
will live. Will it be government 
with a heart or government that 
is cold and metallic and aloof? Will 
it be government that safeguards 
natural resources or government 
which allows their exploitation? 
Grover Cleveland once said that 
“every voter, as surely as your chief 
magistrate, exercises a public trust.” 
But this trust cannot be protected 
unless the voter first puts his name 
on the poll books. Such a process 
is known as registration. A regis- 
tration card is your passport to the 
realm of citizenship. 

I had a great friend and mentor 
in Oregon politics, the late Sen. 
Charles L. McNary, a progressive 
Republican who fought for Bonne- 
ville and Grand Coulee Dams and 
other public-power projects. 

Once he was defeated for re- 
election to our State Supreme Court 
by 608 votes! I think of Charles 
McNary whenever I hear somebody 
justifying indifference to registra- 
tion and voting by claiming that his 
ballot could never actually be deci- 
sive. 

Single ballots were crucial in 
California in 1916, when Woodrow 
Wilson carried the state over 
Charles Evans Hughes, 466,200 
votes to 462,394. Those 3,806 de- 
ciding votes in California deter- 
mined who would be President of 
the United States during one of the 
most critical periods in the history 
of mankind—that of World War I. 

Who were the people registering 
in Oregon to cast their votes for 
me? They included every segment 
of the population — dirt farmers, 
merchants, working men and wom- 
en, hikers and campers, school 
teachers, government employes, log- 
gers and lumberjacks. 


By Sen. Richard L. Neuberger 


If they were held together by 
any central idea, I suppose it was 
the belief that our rivers and forests 
and mountain uplands should be 
held in trust for all Americans, 
rather than being surrendered to 
private monopoly. The custodian- 
ship of natural resources was a vital 
issue between my opponent and 
myself. 

Members of organized labor car- 
ried on a systematic and thorough 
campaign to get their people regis- 
tered. They realized that the most 
compelling message was wasted if 
delivered to an unregistered citizen, 
for that citizen could not vote on 
election day. Registration is as es- 
sential to voting as a bat and glove 
are to baseball. 

The wives of trade unionists 
spent many long and arduous days 
in the files of the county courthouse 
at Portland, checking their member- 
ship lists against the names on poll 
books. 

If a member of organized labor 
was not registered to vote, he re- 
ceived a postcard reminding him 
that he had failed to prepare him- 
self for what Pres. Wilson de- 
scribed as “the culminating role of 
a citizen.” 

A few weeks later, this person’s 
name again would be checked at 
the courthouse to learn if the post- 
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“That includes the help, too!” 
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card had prodded him to action, 
If he had registered, all was well 
and good. But if no results had 
been obtained, then a personal tele- 
phone call would be made—perhaps 
even a visit to the house. 


Following the success of labor's 
registration program, loud outcries 
of protest were heard in many right- 
wing quarters and in reactionary 
editorial columns. It appeared, so 
they claimed, that labor had ex- 
ceeded all limits of propriety in 
working intensively to bring about 
the registration of its membership 
and families. 


A few hints even were suggested 
that there might be something 
tainted or below-par concerning la- 
bor’s votes. 

For rebuttal, I went to an im- 
mortal document—the Declaration 
of Independence. In that mani- 
festo, which has set the spirit of 
American democracy to this day, 
the great Jefferson wrote: “We hold 
these truths to be self-evident, that 
all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable rights, that 
among these are life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness... .” 

There it is; it couldn’t be said any 
better. One can search the Declara- 
tion of Independence with a mag- 
nifying glass and still find no lan 
guage which recommends that the 
vote of a multi-millionaire should 
count more on election day than the 
vote of a man who doesn’t know 
where his next meal is coming from. 

Indeed, the only time that in- 
equality exists in our free political 
system is when a man (or woman) 
is so lackadaisical that he fails to 
register to go to the polls. That 
person has lost his vote. He 8 
unequal. He cannot exercise the 
franchise for which our soldiers 
perished at Yorktown and Gettys- 
burg and Iwo Jima and Normandy 
Beach. 

As a member of the United 
States Senate, I want every eligible 
American to vote on election day— 
regardless of the race, religion, s¢% 
political affiliation or personal creed 


of the individuals voting. 
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WASHINGTON 
Willard Shebion 


PRES. EISENHOWER within a few days is expected to announce 
whether he will seek a second term. In the meantime, some statements 
from Dr. Paul Dudley White that were not reported in general dispatches 
covering the mid-February physicians’ press conference have elements 
of interest. 

Not covered in the official transcript because many reporters had 
departed, one correspondent asked Dr. White about a reputed letter to a 
European heart specialist speculating about the “percentage” of the 
President’s future work load. Dr. White said he had not written such 
a letter. : 

Frederic W. Collins of the Providence, R. I., Evening Bulletin re- 
marked that the suggestion of “five to 10 years” of “active life” with the 
work load of the past five weeks provided a “narrow safety margin,” if 
one assumed a possibility of the shorter rather than the longer period. 

“Five years” would be not quite'a month after expiration of an Eisen- 
hower second full term, Jan. 20, 1961. 

Dr. White replied that records of his cardiac patients during the 
decade of the ’thirties, involving persons 60 to 70 years of age at the 
time of the attack, showed that 18 of 19 had survived five years, 11 _ 
had survived 10 years, and some are still living. The President was 64 
at the time of his attack. 

Dr. Howard McC. Snyder, the President’s personal physician, in his 
own comments, said the medical examination indicated Eisenhower 
could carry on an active life for “four or five years or more.” 

Physicians have learned a good deal in recent years about treatment 
of persons who have suffered a coronary thrombosis. General longevity 
has increased. Statistics from the ‘thirties may no longer be wholly 
pertinent. 

Some of these factors, conveyed to the President, may lie behind 
Eisnhower’s declaration that he would “probably trust his own feelings 
more than the doctors’ report” in reaching his ultimate decision. 


x *kk 


VICE PRES. NIXON, who doesn’t yet realize how much he is de- 
spised by Democrats for his 1954 campaign speeches imputing “softness” 
toward communism to their party, put his foot in his mouth again by 
claiming the Supreme Court school-segregation decision to the credit of 
a “great Republican Chief Justice, Earl Warren.” 

Many newspapers promptly snorted that it is unusual for a party 
politico to claim decisions for a “Republican” or “Democratic” justice. 
They pointed out that Warren himself, having disavowed politics, must 
feel embarrassed. Southern segregationists promptly hailed the Nixon 
speech as a confession that the anti-segregation decision was “political.” 

For the record, Chief Justice Warren has proved himself a very able 
administrator of the high court, which requires an art of great subtlety. 
In decisions and speeches he has strengthened the impression that he 
is a.man of good will, concerned for the preservation and strengthening 
of American democracy. 

But the twin anti-segregation decisions were not the product of a 
“Republican.” 

The basic 1954 decision, outlawing segregation, was agreed to by two 


Republicans and seven Democrats on the court, three of the latter from 
the South. 


The 1955 decision spelling out the terms was agreed upon by three |: 


Republicans and six Democrats, three from the South. 


In no sense was either a “political” decision. The original government ; 
brief in the Supreme Court was filed by Mr. Truman’s Justice Dept. and | : 
the 1955 brief by Mr. Eisenhower’s Justice Dept. Justices from all | : 


sections, of varying shades of liberalism and conservatism and of dif- 
ferent backgrounds, were unanimous in both cases. 

Nixon, of course, can claim that he acknowledged that the court was 
“unanimous.” It is precisely this kind of sly hucksterism that earned him 
bitter enmity in 1954—and which may yet tumble him more abruptly 
than he may realize. 

kkk 


IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT THE REPUBLICANS will be well 
equipped with campaign funds this year. In Chicago alone, in the period 
covered by Sept. 22, 1955, and Jan. 20, 1956, there were three $100-a- 
plate dinners for GOP coffers. 


The first, attended by 1,600 people, was for Sen. Everett Dirksen 
(R-Ill.), up for re-election this year. The second, attracting 1,800, was 
for the benefit of GOP national and state committees and was addressed 
by Treasury Sec. George M. Humphrey. The third, the Salute to Eisen- 
hower, pulled ini 4,000. people. 

The gross take, assuming that nobody had to beg to get in at bargain 
rates, would be $740,000 from the Chicago region alone, with adminis- 
trative expenses and the actual cost of meals to be deducted. Similar 
dinners have taken place in dozens of other centers, and the big general 
contributions haven't even begun to come in. 


Vandercook Says: 


Timidity Can’t Solve The Lucy Case 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly broad- 
casts of John W. Vandercook, ABC commentator, 
sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to Vandercook 
over the ABC network Monday through Friday at 
10 p. m., EST.) 


| es evident that the timid and hand-wringing deci- 

sion of the University of Alabama to ask its only 

Negro student just to stay away until mob passions 

cooled will satisfy no one. The 26-year-old girl stu- 

dent, Autherine Lucy, through her attorney, has taken 
2 legal action. 

The university has 
gained some small comfort 
from the fact that the 
shameful riots, shouted 
curses, stone and egg 
throwing directed against 
the one lone Negro girl 
‘can be blamed in part on 

. white outsiders who joined 
with the lowest element in 
the student body. And 

Semone peeps that the mob, at worst, 

— probably represented no 

more than 15 percent of University of Alabama’s 
pupils. 

The university may also be proud that a proportion 
of its faculty has publicly expressed their contempt 
and indignation at the show of cowardice and demon- 
stration of inferiority by the white supremacists. 

Alabama’s Legislature, however, has added noth- 
ing to the reputation of its state by passing a reso- 
lution commending the university trustees for for- 
bidding the Negro girl from returning. 


West Virginia’s Sen. Kilgore, saying, “If the gov- 
ernment stands by and permits individuals to take the 


Morgan Says: 


World Problems 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly broad- 
casts of Edward P. Morgan, ABC commentator, 
sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to Morgan over 
the ABC network Monday through Friday at 7 p. m., 
EST.) 


At first glance there may seem to be utterly no 
connection between a vacation on a Caribbean 
island, a riot at the University of Alabama, the 
American guided missile program, other missiles 
thrown at the Premier of France in Algiers, and the 
visit of the Queen of England to Nigeria. But there 
is a connection. 

Air travel, as the saying 
goes, has really made the 
world smaller. In a mat- 
ter of hours, a turbo-jet 
can whisk you from the 
cold greyness of a North 
American winter to a 
warm white beach in the 
West Indies—say the Brit- 
ish colony of Barbados, 
where this reporter spent 
last week loafing in the 
sun. 

At first, despite the sudden change, comes a restful 
feeling of remoteness: a humming bird hovers over 
the pink hibiscus, the blue-green sea sighs against the 
shore and even fhe headlines in the Barbados Advoc- 
ate are serene. “Days Sunny But Nights Cool” “Why 
Do Birds Migrate?” “Pluto Is Not a Planet!” Such 
is the news on Page One. 

But not all the news. Even this peaceful place 
knows, nervously, that Miss Lucy has been barred 
from the campus at Tuscaloosa, that murderous vio- 
lence in Algeria threatens to undermine the new 


As We See It: 


Morgan 


law into their own hands, it can lead only ‘to disre- 
spect for the basic concept of our nation”—has asked 
Atty.-Gen. Brownell to investigate the whole affair. 

New York Rep. Davidson expresses much of the 
national temper by angrily calling the Alabama Uni- 
versity mob a “foul rabble . . . of hooligans, blinded 
by ignorance and hate, inflamed by liquor and 
bigoted venom.” 

kkk 


EMOCRATIC presidential aspirant Adlai Steven- 
son, queried by a group of- Negro leaders in 
California on the broad subject of racial desegrega- 
tion, made this thoughtful statement. Stevenson said 
he opposed the use of direct federal power to enforce 


- the Supreme Court’s ruling. “That,” he said, “would 


be a revival of civil war. We must go about these 
things gradually. It’s the spirit of men that will 
change things for the better; it will not be troops or 
bayonets.” Stevenson, though, left no doubt with his 
hearers that he favored desegregation. But he puts 
first, he says, the right of all Americans to vote. 


The university town’s only newspaper say this 
about the action of the U. of A.’s trustees in cau- 

' tioning Miss Lucy just to stay away. They “have 
knuckled under to the desires and pressures of the 
mob.” The paper angrily asks: “What is to prevent 
the same mob, if uncontrolled, again taking over 
where it decides to impose its wishes?” 

The university student newspaper, in a strained 
comparison, says the mob’s “irresponsible leaders” 
are “trying to force their beliefs on the rest of us, 
just as assuredly as another group of people—the 
nation—is attempting to force its beliefs on us.” And 


undoubtedly that is the first time on record when the ~ 


United States has been called “a group of people” 
and that a single state has been declared in opposi- 
tion to it. 


Closer to Home 


French government of Guy Mollet, that behind the 
welcome to Queen Elizabeth from 32 million Niger- 
ians—most of them Negroes—lies the restive, in- 
sistent hope of independence for Britain’s largest 
remaining colony. And the residents of Barbados 
follow such items with more interest than usual. 

For in widely separated localities of a world grown 
small these events touch each other with a common 
denominator—a drive for identity. Whether it is 
the demand of an American Negro college girl for 
equal rights as an individual, or the collective demand 
of Arabs in North Africa for national independence, 
the drive is essentially the same: to be recognized 
fully as human beings. 


xk & 


HERE, you may have been wondering, do 

guided missiles penetrate this picture? The 
U. S. Government, apparently, wants to extend its 
experimental guided missile operations into a zone 
touching the British island of St. Lucia, which is 
between Barbados and the French island of Martini- 
que. Washington and London have been discussing it. 

But sooner or later, the representatives of St. Lucia 
in the British West Indian federation-to-be must be 
dealt with. How unexpected but how inescapable 
that the soundness of our relations with the St. 
Lucias in the future will depend in large measure on 
what happens, on what we allow to happen, to our 
Miss Lucys of today and tomorrow. 

Sitting on a sandbar under the Caribbean sun this 
all seems so clear and so connected. Whether in 
Nigeria or the new South of the U. S. A. or wherever, 
people who have been denied rights before are simply 
asserting themselves. It is a painful process but in- 
evitable by the very independent nature of the human 
animal. 


U.S. Can't Ignore Slave Labor Camps 


HE U. S. cannot “ignore 15 million persons in 
inhuman slave labor camps behind the Iron-Cur- 
tain and elsewhere,” Sen. Hubert Humphrey (D- 
Minn.) declared. “We cannot abdicate our moral 
principles in the name of political expediency.” 
Humphrey said on the AFL-CIO program, “As 
We See It,” heard on the American Broadcasting Co. 
radio network, that action by the United States fol- 
lowing passage of Senate Joint Resolution 117 would 
be a means of effectively outlawing forced labor for 
political and economic purposes. 


A convention on the subject, approved by the 
leading nations of the world, would be enforceable 
in international tribunals, he pointed out. 


The convention would be all the more effective 


hsince it is being agreed to even by Soviet Russia and 


its satellites. The U. S. is the only major industrial 
country of the world that hasn’t acted or indicated 
it will approve the convention, introduced by the 


Intl. Labor Organization, even though the disclosure 
of the slave labor situation was initiated by American 
labor. 

It has been suggested that the State Dept. has 
hesitated to act because of opposition to the ILO by 
some employer groups, and opposition to conven- 
tions by proponents of the Bricker amendment. 


HE U. S. has the opportunity in the forced labor 

convention to “reassert the fine .principles for 
which this country stands,” Humphrey said. He 
declared that no international agency has such a long 
continuity of existence or so high a record of ac- 
complishment. 

“The ILO was the first,” Humphrey said, “to begin 
programs of technical assistance. It is the great 
means of aiding the underdeveloped parts of the 
world to be economically and politically healthy. It 
is a means of working with people. Too often in this 
field we follow a policy of political expediency.” 
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Stranger Than Fiction: 


Sailor’s Union, Perry Mason Author 
Win Seaman’s Release from Prison 


San Francisco—Real life outdid fiction in a Perry Mason-type of crime investigation in which the 
fictional lawyer’s creator, Erle Stanley Gardner, and the Sailor’s Union of the Pacific shared honors as 


the hero. 


After a six-year fight, Ernest Woodmansee, an SUP member, has been released from the California 
prison where he was serving a life sentence. There is a good chance that the parole which set him 


By Milton Plumb 


» 


free will be followed by a full® 


\ pardon. 


Woodmansee was convicted of 
first-degree murder in 1947 largely 
on the testimony of a self-confessed 
participant in the slaying, who 
turned state’s evidence. A special 
police officer had been killed in San 
Francisco a year earlier and Wood- 
mansee was linked to the crime 
through the testimony of the par- 
ticipating ‘“‘witness.” 

The dramatic story of the fight to 
secure his freedom began when 
Mrs. Erma Neil, Woodmansee’s 
mother, went to the membership of 
his union for help. Her personal 
appeal resulted in a vote by SUP to 
take up a collection and help hire 
an investigator. The Sailors’ Union 
also assigned Charles P. Scully, 
AFL attorney, to investigative work. 

Gardner Writes Articles 

About the same time, at the sug- 
gestion of a California State Su- 
preme Court justice, Gardner began 
looking into the case as part of his 
work for Argosy Magazine’s “Court 
of Last Resort.” Convinced of the 
injustice of Woodmansee’s convic- 
tion, Gardner wrote articles bring- 
ing the case to the attention of the 
public. 

Meanwhile, an SUP resolution 
pointed out that subsequent devel- 
opments had cast grave doubts on 
the statements made by the witness 
against Woodmansee and that even 
the police officers who had relied on 
that testimony admitted privately 
that the witness’ reliability had been 
thoroughly discredited. 

The murder weapon later was 
found in the possession of the wit- 
ness’ sister. 


Finally, believers in Woodman- 
see’s innocence obtained the permis- 
sion of prison officials to subject 
him to a lie detector test. On the 
basis of the test world-renowned po- 
lice experts were convinced Wood- 
mansee was innocent of the slaying. 


Union Pledges Support 

At this point, the Sailors’ Union 
and Gardner and the “Court of 
Last Resort”: joined in another re- 
quest for Woodmansee’s release. 
And SUP members, at a regular 
meeting, pledged to do all they 
could, both individually and collec- 
tively, to support this plea. 

A meeting was arranged between 
California Gov. Goodwin J. Knight 
(R) and Gardner and Sailors’ Union 
Sec. Harry Lundeberg. The gover- 
nor was encouraging. A _ parole 
hearing followed and Woodmansee 
at last went free. 


In the January issue of Argosy, 
Gardner wrote: 

“I feel it is impossible to over- 
estimate the tremendous interest 
Gov. Knight took in this case when 
he met with Harry Lundeberg, head 
of the Sailors Union of the Pacific, 
and me in San Diego. 


Union Never Quit. 


“Gov. Knight promised us the 
case would receive his prompt at- 
tention. This indicates the impor- 
tant part organized labor can play 
in the administration of justice and 
in standing by its members when 
one of them is wrongfully convicted 
of crime. Lundeberg’s union has 
never let up its efforts to get the 
Woodmansee case reviewed and for 
more than three years has been 
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In Overtime 


shift. Then again, it 
of a clause. 


mittee. 


him BOTH. 


4 
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Salvation Army Victor 


Flint, Mich.—Pulp & Sulphite Workers Local 652 and the 
Ottawa River Paper Co. here had a problem. 

The company, it seems, MAY have violated the contract in 
regard to a matter of one hour overtime payment for an entire 
may not have. It depended on interpretation 


The accounting department made a routine check and figured 
out that IF there were a violation, only about $100 was due the 
entire shift. That wouldn’t add up to much after taxes, etc., were 
withheld. And to calculate the amount due each worker would cost 
four or five times the sum involved. 

So Intl. Vice Pres. S. A. Stephens of the uhion and Pres. Philip 
LeBoutillier, Jr., of the company put their heads together. They 
came up with an unorthodox solution which the union members 
adopted unanimously on recommendation of the bargaining com- 


The solution: The company wrote out two checks for $100. 
One was made out to the union and given Stephens. The other 
was made out to the Salvation Army. 

Then they called in a Salvation Army representative and gave 


S 


Grievance 


working side by side with our 
readers.” 

A more recent expression of the 
important part played by SUP sup- 
port was written to Lundeberg by 
Woodmansee’s mother: 

“I know, had it not been for you 
and Mr. Gardner, this would not 
have been possible. I just can’t tell 
you how grateful we are to you. 

“You gave me new hope to work 
for Ernie’s freedom when all 
seemed hopeless. I'll never forget 
how happy you made us when you | : 
said you would help us that first} : 
time I came to you for help. I'll} | 
never forget you and all the men of | : 
the union who stood behind us in| | 
those dark and hopeless days.” 


As for Woodmansee himself, he | BARBIES DON’T BREAK—at least not easily, Dr. Anne B. Wag- 


dropped by the Sailors Building the 
other day to express his apprecia- 
tion, but found that words failed 


ner assures parents in 12-program TV educational program, “At 
Home With Your Child,” due for spring release by the Educational 


peti Television & Radio Center, Ann Arbor, Mich. Series was produced 
“Certain things seem beyond ex-| by Station WQED, Pittsburgh, in cooperation with Pittsburgh Dept. 


pression,” he was quoted as saying. | Of Health. 


Hiow to Buy: 


Appliance Price War Brewing 


By Sidney Margolius 


HE price of meat this winter is the lowest it’s 

been in recent: years, and you can thank this 
temporary boon for the fact that your family is not 
going through a cost-of-living squeeze. 

Almost all other necessities have been rising il 
only the almost-forgotten phenomenon of 30-cent 
pork and 40-cent beef has been keeping living ex- 
penses stable. 

But when the price of meat starts going up again 
with the advent of warmer weather, moderate-income 
families will feel a delayed pinch. 

For that reason, a well-informed family will adjust 
its budget planning accordingly. With other expenses 
higher while food has gone down, for the time being 
at least your own budget should allow less for food 
and more for other ‘necessities. 

Because meat is cheaper now doesn’t mean a work- 
ing family can really afford much sirloin. Despite 
the so-called boon, this is still the chuck and pork- 
shoulder era for moderate-income folks. Any saving 
you make on food now simply goes for increased 
medical costs, which have gone up more than any 
other item this year; higher rent, fuel and utility bills, 
and the new higher price tags on shoes and several 
other clothing items. 


x *« * 


ESIDES meat prices, the other bright spot in the 
cost-of-living picture at this time is the falling 
tags on appliances. By now a number of manufac- 
turers have slashed prices of electric housewares such 
as automatic toasters and steam irons. 
Now Eliot Janeway, economic consultant to a 
number of industrial corporations, reports that a full- 
scale price war is brewing on household appliances, 


especially. between the largest manufacturers, with the 
big appliances such as refrigerators and washers slated 
for price-cutting. 

Last year home economists estimated that with 
reasonable economy a family could buy nourishing 
meals at an average cost of $7 per person a week. At 
this time wise money managers will try to keep food 
spending closer to $6.50 per person (not including 
soaps and other non-edibles usually bought in food 
markets, nor food for entertaining). 

Of course, not all families can eat for the same 
price. A family of four with two teen-age boys will 
have to spend about a third more than one with kids 
under 6. A family whose breadwinner does hard 
physical work generally must spend 5 to 10 percent 
more than if the breadwinner has a sedentary job. 


xk *& 

O help you keep down food bills, this department 

has worked out a new comparison of values in 
main dishes. In recent years we have always esti- 
mated that a family that kept its meat cost down to 
30 cents per person for the family’s main meal 
would come out with a fairly reasonable food bill if 
it also avoided over-spending for commercial desserts 
(the other big leak in food spending). At this time it 
is feasible and desirable to keep the cost of the main 
dish down to 25 cents per person or less. 

Cheddar cheese still offers the most reasonable 
protein dish. While few people will be satisfied to 
dine just on cheese, the money-saving trick is to use 
cheese in combination with the costlier protein foods, 
as in fondues, souffles, etc. 

Keep in mind that cheese should be fairly sharp if 
used with other ingredients, and should never be 
over-cooked else it will be tough and stringy. Another 
good protein value at this time, although not listed in 
the chart, is canned tuna. 


Copyright 1956 by Sidney Margolius. 


“UNION MAID” 


—A Serial Story 


ALICE, IS IT OKAY IF 1 “~~ 

PAY MY UNION DUES NEXT } 

PAYDAY? I'M RUNNING A A] 
LITTLE SHORT J 
THIS WEEK--- 


iii 
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GEE --MAYBE | OUGHT TO Be 
DROP OUT OF THE UNION. a 
| COULD USE THE DUES TO 
BUY A NEW HAT ONCE 


BUT BE SURE THE HAT 
IS TALL— WITH A 
POINTED TIP--- 


" SURE--- YOU DO THAT! 


—By Bill Perkins 


Qse 

LOOK OUT OF PLACE ¥S 
WITH ALL THE OTHER {| 
FREE -LOADING 
DUNCES!!! 
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ADAPTABILITY of skilled craftsmen who make up membership of Motion Picture Projectionists’ 


Union locals is demonstrated by the speed with which they learned new techniques involved in Cine- 
mascope. Composite photo shows images (i) brighter and clearer than usual; (2) background as 
sharply in focus as foreground; (3) great illusion of depth and (4) no distortion. 


Unions, Cops Aid Dancer - Heroine 


Cleveland—Six unions and the 
Cleveland Police Dept. plan to pack 
this city’s vast Public Auditorium 
for a benefit show, Apr. 6, honoring 
a plucky dancer, Miss Tina Lamont, 
who will never walk again unaided. 

Her courage probably has saved 


the lives of two police officers who | 


surprised a gunman in the act of 
holding up the night club where she 
was employed. Miss Lamont seized 
the bandit’s arm as he wheeled to 
open fire on the officers. 

Five slugs from police pistols 
killed the gunman almost instantly. 
But one of the bullets, fired by 
police, shattered Miss Lamont’s 
spine as the gunman grappled with 
her. 

Irreparable Damage 


Surgeons said after a two-hour 
operation that the damage to the 
dancer’s spine was “irreparable” 
and indicated that she may walk 
again—but only with the aid of 
crutches or braces. 


The dramatic story caught the 
hearts of the city after Police Chief 
Frank W. Story established a fund 
within his department to express 
appreciation for the young woman’s 
heroic act. It was the first time 
such action had been taken in the 


department and within a few days 
the fund pushed past the $6,000 
mark. : 

Sam London, Cleveland manager 
for the American Guild of Variety 
Artists, said the shooting victim 
was a “staunch” member of AGVA 
and has already received $7,500 
from the union’s welfare fund. 

Other Unions Join 

AGVA is being joined by other 
unions to stage the benefit show 
which is expected to draw stars of 
stage, screen and television from 
New York and Hollywood. Clear- 
ance will be provided for enter- 
tainers performing at the benefit by 
the Screen Actors Guild, American 
Musical Artists, Chorus Equity and 
the American Federation of Radio 
& Television Artists. 

The. Musicians Union will supply 
a 15-man orchestra without charge. 
Cleveland is providing the auditori- 
um for a $1 rental fee. : 

Lieut. Norman E. Bayless, one of 
the two policemen who credited 
Miss Lamont’s heroism with saving 
their lives, went on a national tele- 
vision show, “On Your Account,” 
a quiz show conducted by Dennis 
James, and turned his winnings over 
to the police fund. 
An auto laundry gave its net 


ee 


HER BABY’S PRAYER consoles Tina Lamont, heroic dancer 
whose spine was shattered by a bullet as she balked a gunman’s 
attempt to slay police who surprised him holding up a night club. 
Mrs. Dorothy Kochs in private life, she looks at photo of her daugh- 
ter Jody, 3, praying at home. Nurse Doris Chucksa looks on. Six 
unions will stage a mammoth benefit in Cleveland’s public audi- 
torium Apr. 6 for the dancer who will never again walk unaided. 


profits for a busy Monday to the 
fund. 

The pretty 32-year-old Miss La- 
mont, Mrs. Dorothy Kochs in pri- 
vate life, is the mother of a 3-year- 
old daughter. She had finished her 
work in the Gay Nineties nightclub 
and was leaving when the gunman, 
Richard P. Storino, motioned for 
her to join the club’s two owners 
he was holding at gunpoint. Un- 
known to the gunman, a club em- 
ploye had seen the holdup and 
slipped out, returning a couple of 
minutes later with Lieut. Bayless 
and his partner, Sgt. Melvin Stahley. 

Deflects Aim 

Someone cried “He’s got a gun.” 
Storino whirled and was aiming at 
the officers when Miss Lamont 
grabbed his arm and gun, deflecting 
his aim so that his bullet slammed 
into a wall above and behind the 
police. 

Storino dragged the dancer in 
front of him as he fought to free 
his arm just as a hail of bullet from 
the officers’ pistols cut him down. 
Miss Lamont slumped to the floor 
and at first could not believe she 
had been shot, saying only that her 
legs “felt numb.” 

The dancer was rushed to the 
hospital where she was given blood 
transfusions and the slug was re- 
moved from her spine. 

“The girl saved our lives,” Stah- 


ley said later. ‘“We’re both very 
thankful to her.” 


Hollywood Observer: 


Unions Aided Hollywood 
Clean House of Reds 


By Paul Patrick 


oe a year, the Ford Foundation-endowed Fund 
J for the Republic has been conducting a survey on the explosive 
issues of communism and: blacklisting in the entertainment industry. 
Here is an exclusive forecast, much condensed, of some of this survey's 
findings and conclusions—if, as and when- published—regarding the 
extent of Communist Party infiltration in Hollywood in the past and 
some effects of Communist machinations on some non-Communists: 

Starting in the 1930s and continuing to the mid-1940s, the Com- 
munist Party succeeded in penetrating many Hollywood organizations, 
among which were a small minority of union locals. The party actually 
wielded control in some instances, influenced policy in others. 

During the period of its greatest strength in Hollywood, between 1943 
and 1946, at no time did the CP have as members as much as one 
percent of the film studios’ 30,000 personnel. ; 

Many patriotic Americans in Hollywood, not party members, were 
duped into lending names and prestige, and giving money, for the 
red comrades’ causes, especially while Russia and our country were 
allies in World War II. 

From 1947 on, Hollywood awakened to the Communist menace, 
cleaned its house. The unions helped lead this anti-Communist opera- 
tion. Today there is no Communist influence in Hollywood unions. 

No motion picture studio will knowingly hire a Communist today. 
In implementing this policy, some non-Communists have been hurt. In 
a few cases, persons with names identical with or similar to identified 
Communists have lost employment temporarily. In a few other cases, 
non-Communists who years ago gave money or lent their names to 
organizations later exposed as Communist fronts have been smeared 
as “commies” and hampered in obtaining work. 

The overwhelming majority of film studio personnel from top 
management down opposes the employment in pictures of Com- 
munist Party members and knowing party adherents. The unfair 
rub comes when a non-Communist liberal is tarred with the same 
brush and deprived of work opportunities. This has not happened in 
many instances but even one is too many. 

* * a 


USIEST actor in Hollywood in my book, and one of the most 

versatile, is William Holden, whose portrayal of a cruel, cunning 
United States Marine Raider commander in Paramount’s soon-to-be- 
released “The Proud and the Profane” will shock any fans who 
remember him for the series of 
shallow, good-boy characters he 
played in many films since 
“Golden Boy.” 

Holden’s acting in “The Proud 
and the Profane” confirms his 
position in the topmost ranks of 
motion picture stardom—a posi- 
tion helped by his previous work 
in such pictures as “Sunset Boule- 
vard,” “Stalag 17,” “The Bridges 
at Toko-Ri,” “Country Girl,” 
“Love Is a Many Splendored 
Thing” and “Picnic.” 

Success couldn't happen to a 
nicer guy. He’s the same Bill 
Holden today who delivered a 
memorial for Samuel Gompers at 
the 1950 AFL national conven- 
tion in Houston, Tex. 

Bill is now busy working on 
“Toward the Unknown,” film saga 
of the exploits of jet plane pilots 
which his own company, Toluca Productions, will make for Warner 


William Holden 


Bros, And in his spare time he’s going to produce television films. 


Making Ends Meet: 


By Nancy Pratt 


ner the night before. 


period without food, but 
also to supply enough en- 
ergy to start the day’s work 
and continue through the 
morning at full effective- 
ness. 

A recent survey of high 
school students showed 
that 70 percent of the 
girls and 60 percent of the 
boys ate breakfasts that 
rated inadequate from a 
nutrition standpoint. 

Furthermore, these teen- 
agers who had skimpy breakfasts 


later in the day for food they missed in the morning. 
Their overall diet—and healthful growth—suffered 
from the lack of attention to the morning meal. 
Very often breakfast is skipped over just to save a 
few minutes—to squeeze in a little extra sleep or to 
rush off to work and school on time. 


can prepare an adequate breakafst in almost the same 
The 


amount of time it takes to boil water for coffee. 


N many homes, breakfast consists of a cup of 

coffee and piece of toast, gulped down hastily 
before dashing off to work or school. 

Yet it’s generally been about 12 hours since din- 
Breakfast deserves more at- 
tention than this, not only to make up for this long 


Breakfast Rates More Attention 


secret is to take care of the fussy time-consuming 
tasks the night before. 

Set the table and lay out cooking utensils such as 
the frying pan and egg turner. You can prepare 
fruit juice and even measure out coffee beforehand 
too. This way all you have to do in the morning is 
to take things out of the refrigerator. 

G OMETINGS youngsters skip breakfast because 

the typical breakfast foods like eggs and cereal 
don’t appeal to them. You can help make these 
foods more attractive by changing the way in which 
you serve them. If a child doesn’t like egg white or 
egg yolk, beat eggs up as scrambled eggs or mix them 
up with milk in an egg nog. Hot cereal can be made 


more palatable by mixing in brown sugar, raisins, 
butter, or honey. 


Different types of fruit can also help vary break- 
fast menus. Orange juice isn’t the only fruit juice 
on the market. There are not only tomato and 

- grapefruit juice, but also such occasional alternatives 
such as cranberry or apple juice. A baked apple goes 
well with cereals. 

One woman whose family likes grapefruit keeps 
them liking it by varying the way she serves it. 
Quarters one day, juice another, sectioned halves 
another, and even broiled grapefruit. To make 
broiled grapefruit, simply put a few dabs of sugar on 
the grapefruit and pop it under the broiler until it’s - 
slightly browned. 


Nancy Pratt 


didn’t make up 


Actually you 
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Bread and Butter Facts: 


$1 Minimum Should 
Include Retail Help 


By Seymour Brandwein - 
Economist, Dept. of Research 


HE new increase in the minimum wage to $1 is effective March 1. 
But millions of low-paid workers who most need the protection of 
such a minimum are still left out in the cold. 

More than 20 million workers are excluded from coverage of the 
federal wage-hour law. The law now protects only a little more than 
half of the nation’s wage and salary workers. 

Among the excluded workers are large groups in the retail field, hotels 

\ and other service industries, agriculture, laundries, canneries, small 
telephone exchanges, and in various transportation operations. 
kkk 
"hee largest group left uncovered is almost 6 million retail workers. 
Many are excluded from the federal law’s protection because they 
are in small corner grocery or similar purely local intrastate operations, 
but 1 to 2 million are excluded by an exemption specially written into 
the law. 

Lacking the minimum-wage protection which the law furnishes other 
workers, the retail employes are lagging further and further behind the 
wage levels of the country as a whole. Average hourly earnings in 
general merchandise stores, for example, were only $1.19 in November 
1955 compared to $1.93 in manufacturing. 

xk *k * 
VHEORETICALLY, many of those not protected by the federal 
wage-hour law are protected by state minimum wage laws. Actual- 
ly, however, only about half of the states require minimum wage rates. 
Only 17 states have set minimums for workers in retail trade, and 12 of 
these limit the requirement to women workers alone. 

Even in the states which have such protection the minimum rate is 
woefully low. In Arizona, for example, where the minimum has been 
lifted above the level in a number of other states, it is only $26.40 for 
a 48-hour week, or 55 cents an hour. And this applies only to women 
workers and minors. 

In a leading state such as Illinois, there is no minimum whatever for 
retail workers. Several years ago an effort was made to establish a 55- 
cent minimum for women in the retail field, but the effort proved un- 
successful and no minimum has been adopted. 

xk k * 


A BETTER COMMUNITY through cooperation with AFL-CIO central bodies and the Committee 
on Political Education is the aim of the Cincinnati Women’s League. The officers, shown with 
AFL-CIO Vice Pres. George M. Harrison in the center, are (left to right) Mrs. William Mohlman, pro- 
gram chairman; Mrs. James Grimes, second vice president; Mrs. John J. Hurst, president, and Mrs. 
George Porcaro, corresponding secretary. 


Cincinnati Union Wives Carry the Ball 


Cincinnati—The wives of union 
members and leaders here have set 
their eyes on a better community, 
and have decided to band them- 
selves together to work for it in- 
stead of leaving the job for others. 


are a registration and get-out-the- 
vote drive; a study of education TV 
programs as a possible means of off- 
setting the shortage of teachers; an 
investigation of injustices in promo- 
tion of federal civil service employ- 
es; a study of the need for censor- 


ship of movies; a continuing study 
of national and state legislation, and 
an investigation of a | municipal 
ordinance pertaining to the sale of 
obscene books, pamphlets and 
films. 


A recent meeting also passed a 


ART of the difficulty of getting the federal minimum wage law ex- 
tended to retail workers is that many people think of retail stores as 


small local businesses. 


In fact, a major part of all retail sales volume 
is accounted for by huge employers. 


The A. & P. Co., for example, 


operates well over 4,000 different supermarkets and has an annual sales 


volume of some $4 billion. 


The Woolworth variety store chain has 


more than 2,000 stores, with nearly 100,000 workers. 
In the department store field, Sears, Roebuck has more than 700 
stores, with well over 120,000 workers in its retail and mail order 


operations. 
more than 60,000 workers. 
outlets, with some 25,000 workers. 


The J. C. Penney chain has more than 1,600 stores and 
A store like Macy’s has several dozen 


Compensc ‘ion Training Set 


Two regional training confer- 
ences on unemployment insurance 
and workmen’s compensation have 
been scheduled by the AFL-CIO 
Dept. of Social Security in co- 
sponsorship with a group of state 
labor federations and industrial 
union councils. 

Also to be covered will be state 
legislation affecting employe health 
and welfare plans and temporary 
disability insurance. Expected to 
attend are officials of state and com- 
munity labor bodies and local 
unions concerned with seeing that 
their members get a fair deal in 
administration of the laws. 

The first conference will be held 
Feb. 24-26 in Nashville, Tenn., for 


members from Tennessee, Louisi- 
ana, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, 
Florida and Kentucky. 

AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William F. 
Schnitzler will be the banquet 
speaker. The course will be con- 
ducted by Dir. Nelson Cruikshank, 
Lane Kirkland and Fred K. Hoehler 
of the Dept. of Social Security ard 
Jerry Pollock of the Auto Workers’ 
Social Security Dept. 

The second is scheduled for Spo- 
kane, Wash., on Mar. 1 and 2 for 
Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Mon- 
tana and Alaska. 

Pres. James A. Brownlow of the 
Metal Trades Dept., a member of 
the AFL-CIO Social Security Com- 
mittee, will be the banquet speaker. 


CORRECT IDENTIFICATION of George Meany as president of 
the AFL-CIO won $1,000 for this trio on Groucho Marx’s television 
show. Joe Egbert (right), onetime member of Carpenters Union in 
Los Angeles, was actual winner but had to share with Mrs. Esther 
Bradley and Sailor Julian Hunt, a pinch-hitter for the housewife. 
The one with the cigar is Marx. 


, 


They have formed the fast-grow- 


, | Strongly-worded resolution in op- 


© 
ing Women’s League and have ap- 


proved a program which calls for 
correlation of their own efforts with 
those of the AFL-CIO central 
bodies and the Committee on Politi- 
cal Education. 

Under the general direction of 
Mrs. John J. Hurst, president, com- 
mittees have been set up to push for 
action on a six-point program. A 
full-scale membership drive is un- 
der way, and a class in public 
speaking and parliamentary proce- 
dure is being organized under the 
direction of Mrs. Daniel McKin- 
ney, program director of educa- 
tional television broadcasts on Sta- 
tion WCET. 

The six projects on which pre- 
liminary work has been initiated] 6 


report. 


isphere. 


1,013 Locals Havé 
Own Credit Unions 


Madison, Wis.—A total of 
1,013 AFL-CIO local unions 
are now operating their own 
credit unions, the Credit 
Union National Association 
(CUNA) notes in its annual 


Credit unions for workers 
were warmly endorsed in a 
resolution passed unanimous- 
ly at the AFL-CIO merger 
convention. CUNA reported 
that 1,813 new self-help thrift 
groups were organized in 
1955, and that at the end of 
the year there were 21,000 
credit unions with 10 million 
members in the western hem- 


ws 


' | position to the growing Cincinnati 
practice of opening retail stores on 
Sundays. A copy was sent to the 
City Council, with an endorsement 
of municipal action for stronger 
Sunday observance. 

The Women’s League was con- 
siderably encouraged by AFL-CIO 
Vice Pres. George M. Harrison, 
president of the Railway Clerks, 
who spoke at a meeting. 

“Women are more social-minded 
than men,” he told them, “but too 
often women do not faise their 
voices to express their points of 
view, or to take a course of action 
to see that something is done. 

“It is quite evident that you wom- 
en intend to express yourselves and 
to take action. This meeting is a 
demonstration of spirit and initia- 
tive which could well be an exam- 
ple to communities throughout the 
| country.” 


Keeping in Touch: 


UST what does the Harris-Fulbright natural gas 
bill, passed by the U. S. Senate, mean to us 
women? ; 

Let’s consider for a few minutes that gas pilot in 
our kitchen stoves, the continuous flame that keeps 
our furnaces operating, the tiny flame that runs our 
gas refrigerators. They seem small and unimportant, 
but when the monthly bill reaches us, we know how 
they build up, and it isn’t a small item at all. 


While this bill raises the cost of the gas we use 
each day, it increases the profits of the oil well 
owners. It’s the same old story, “Them as has gits.” 

Once more, the little guy pays and big business 
benefits. We, the working men and women, the sal- 
aried, low-income class, will pay more to fill the 
pockets of the ones who don’t need it. Let’s look at 
the picture as it affects us in our everyday living. 

When he read of such huge figures as $12 to $30 
billions in profits, we wage earners who deal in dol- 
lars and cents, not millions and billions, can’t com- 
prehend the scope of these figures. But we know 
this: price increases of from $600 to $900 million 
must be met. Who will carry the burden of these 
increases? You and I. It means, actually, an increase 
of $40 to $50 a year more on our gas bill, just for 
our daily needs of warm houses, hot water and cook- 
ing meals. 


xk kk 
UT of the mouths of babes! A most interesting 


contest was held in Dallas, Tex., recently. The 
| PTA there sponsored a contest for the best letter to 


Watch Your Gas Bill Grow ’n’ Grow 


‘parents on: “Why I would like you to pay your poll 


tax.” 

Thirteen-year-old Linda Lee France won with the 
following excellent reasons: “Paying your poll tax 
gives you the privilege of voting in all elections, 
whether they be city, state or national. You ‘are 
always proud of me when I participate in a school 
activity and I am just as proud of you when you 
participate in the government of our country by 
voting, as voting gives you the right to express your 
opinions in the government of our country.” Many 
of us grown-ups would be proud to have expressed 
this so simply and so well. 


x kk 


HE state of Alabama has appointed two state 
coordinators for family participation, Mrs. Vivian 
Smith of Birmingham and Mrs. Fannie Allen Neal of 
Montgomery, and the executive board of the State 
Industrial Union Council has authorized a state- 
wide family participation conference to be held be- 
fore the May primaries. 
kk *& < 
ILLIE ERB, director of women’s activities, 
COPE, for the State Federation of Labor of 
Arizona, reports that 37 women have volunteered to 
be deputy registrars in an extensive registration drive 
being sponsored by the state federation. The Arizona 
girls have even secured some free time on one of the 
TV stations to plug their drive. This is fine work, and 
once again proves how effective our women are when 
they are given an opportunity to work for the union’s 
programs. 


a os 
emt Ss PREPS. OBS Ney Ya EE po Ee gee POF ga aa tet AAT FP E Se ER OE, Sa Ape cng Cree LA sey Rk” geen Fah es Me Danemn e Hin Pip mage ot aed, Tt = a 
os PE a REESE ar ae PEGS RAE ET es ALPE CANE ee Noh Ole cl nea eee Mente See eA See ee TSG Bec 
7 ms eeeare PRG eRe ee Te Be ee ae, Se Bo tae Ee oe ie ae: e ie 
1 RO SR PD ee a sae epee ae a SPSh i SES Kae 
- wel eae f 
; ot Ae 
aegis ae 
eae st 
a 
So GBE RRR RRR RRR RRR CRS ARERR ERS RS RES RARE CaP RRR ES Ss LE Se Se a, = re 
Soha Sane Sa ER ee Ee BEE EEE 3 SESS aR SS Sake. Qos SS ss Oe <a Syosees ee Sih Le Se ee 
ee ee ae ee ee 
Sas ae ee Seas coo gcc Bee 2 Se SRS Eee BERS Se. geet a So ARE SEP co ge: Reese 
; Se a Se eae ak oo ee i eee a SAS Ate geen emer eek Penis Shans ts ae eee Se So. rr 
ee Ree a a Oe Gs ES 
ee oe ea. ee ee See re fe ae nr Sac eee Ga a re 
SRE RR Sat a eS cS Besse sche Baers BSR SS ES OS 5 
eee ooh ER eS SAS Se 2: ee 3 Se eee ee: ee ay Bee Reece: ae 
SSE Se ORO eR Oe SERENE a Ss SRS ieee hy ie, nate Ea seiigashineree tater eee ne | SRR 
PRR es ES Ris Sa. oo SS RRS ae Se Boe see eae 
cs Se SR pose o> RR fo ee Ce ae ee OR ee Seek coe 
: pos as oe a ae SR re eee Se a gee SS SS > Ree eee 
Be Bee Sees | RS ere 25 2 Se ES Beas SA BO eS Sacer TSO RRR Se em a Sees = 
SR SR Soe Site eo 3 SRE eee oe g SS SRS SERRE RR ee Sessa 
Reo Ss Rl Bee OLS 3 sat oS eso oe Sa ee SSR. RRR” eee 
2S Sk a see BS RE eee SS SS = | Se 
“SE SRR RE gg RRR sence a ae i SEER See RR Se : SE Rea 
E ip. cael 2 See Sei: we Be Hea Nee RS Se Ai SI a SES cee RRO Ree SE, AR a a See aa 
SERRE ES : SES SR am eR ae ity Seer See SESS “CS Ss nee sea See See SS 5 eee. so See. 
= s Bees Ske ec Soe eae ae Be SS Beas. . Sa SS a Rosca 
tie aS 2S ge RR ae SaaS Sa aaa SSS SES SA EEE. “Se ee 
ei ie , Sao Sc RS OS Re Se ae 0 SSE SS ee Sst SS: gee ag 
wag Sau. oR ce cco Sea Sk ee 2 oe ees a Be acid 0 SS oe SSeS ae 3 ORR 
aoe Spoksy eee Seem SS sR a RR ERS Sie fore ee 
ave te Tg aaa “RRR ess es SRR Sn, a Ses peta Boe) ESSE RRR San Meee See | os ae % 
ee : Se, Bs Re ee SRR RR gees. a Rocca <r 
moa ar fee Rg Ry Se ae SS Ge 
nip ee ogee ee RRR Secs aS) em NC ge ae, ae she agua 
ees S BD gas, Sentekeen ro SMR RR OO a RRR, I SS ge SE ee ae Fae MMe get len, eae 
eae 2 SRE Sa ane ert area Sa pace Rosana OS pres aa dea RAR ee Sete oo. - sae Ew’ dps ayaa 
wae ROU AY SSO aaa eae Open hee Sem eA, >, See Co BY, pA epee Bie: ii ate aie eRe cone 
ee Brees err foe ER gee oy Se SE Ve a aie i CO Pgs aay pane 
Eero ME pce ieak. th Nun age Neg Ras gu eaeen RR Mem er Le tye Maps a a ear Re ncce ae gE Fein gee See Been 
epee Beret ney Ti ee eed hens | St Shee y Pape 3. cee eee Ba ana ae CORRE Ses Rg a Raa >So tN eg gM © oe Rs MRT oe ae 
ae Behe Bes Se ES She. fe ee SERRE Pitas ieee Bin Sok eameae ees Sa ee <i aR ce ea ga para ae 
ai a Beye Se ie Re ae ney Meee ee Gen a a oe ts ONSEN a Roy ate Sok eee oh eee 
a Mies 5 3 Set RS Sales tS et oe SE EER ae ae ka sn fe i oD So 3 ee Gi geet cues SE» OS eee Nae eee? ae eae 3 
uate eer: RES EATRRIE SD, Scca iane 2a Ease SS Pa eee aa oo PSR Ee Eee SEU RROD nie Oe Tene Sere Rae Ree ate PR Af ogee aes Sar 
esi) ue D Ao) RS ee Pe 1. > SE ues ea CN x Beet woe iE OSU ara aes ne Newmar? ieee Seg ge 
‘ag a ai ena Se Ce ee 1 SRS POR vicugle Ke ibe el Gentian ie Reh 1 2 URORROT SOLE ais reerene! pose, i alain 
a ee _ es ov pee eee ee eck cake | Ch RENN Rennie ae te ag Ui eeu SOS ESR RR SR Sie RO de eS aa RR, OV ARENT rca 
So Be Sc SR Meets coe ahr OS ae ee re aes ee Re ee Oo . er 
alee . (eh Pee ie. Se Bop ee a SS RE En Nr cae Rc Se nia ere ag er ee peter ee ae a 
i. ae ae ee Sg REE Be Epngeie Rent weN os Wie 2a Pen rN ya een ae Des Sate no aes & oS 
E ee Bae eg MGs eRe Se a ee RB ger ies Pe a ete soe ar ss Pe = ee Eee 
: Bae ga Pits gt Ae ee a2 Rai os ee AR Gaps e Ne Gee Og irae UL Pee REE EES Boe ot, em MET a aes MES es a 
BSE ra Wee Ta Pee pe Rg tN Dy Sa Se ea a a RR pie teeta oa 2 Re Sean pe ae SU rl eo Rn a oa 
‘ <a TBST rpieaen ee eens wearin SS ee oS Be Rese See OR AG a apc RM St FE ESRC CUS ru ee ae ah ty pia" SAWS oR. a 
| = oe Set Syetgp =) Has" a aoe wee cee nn Sos RN FERS, RAR RCM os! SLO Sects eR ea acer ar ease inher. a, dt) Rg i Rao a 
: ies 9 Ee Sa ac Rea aS ae AUR aE SAG SR RE Ee > a MOIR ar ws eR meme etet, caw yt entapeedele ene GSR ot URS Meraseter: LLRs oi 
} reenact aus le trae aes * SSeS Sreacsences ee Gee Ber aes Ba sh rei OR os oe gee a in a Res pete. Te ae 
ie SR Qa Ree As ance. pr Set RETR AG Bete eon eM Tonge Rabe ES se ese as em 
| SON SS Seger ener ick, REO ES Be RE eR gn his BE Se SRR OR SURE Ete Ba EGY 3 ea 
ia Bi nee a Sith aR ROPER SCS oO Bee ESSE a SINR: oo ATR eRe LR Wap AS sme eT ae Shwe ai 
Peta ks ER ees Sie Se Pee as Sa as cme. RS aie” GOW Nea teeagre = 
RR ekg RE oo ecemen g ULS  P Oa Bes SN NR ae: Seam Bo Boe Sopa es 
APO aS 2 si ee ARR Ree IS, oe SH eee ees cet VRE SR BS eg 5 
a a eae at ae a ote SES a Tete ee eee od SEA Spe ENON Es NS ee ak ee Mocs 
Bh tae Dipak orate atte “Ye yp) SE os Sei ar Ro ORE ESS NSERC” <CCSh a aS a SERRE SS oR os Be ee : 
Ra Sarg Be a Os Ee Ngee cate 3 Re eee Re ie : 
| Sos. 3 etary eam 5 1 + Biay 7 ge hee ira ogden 2 RRR Oo i * oe 
CRE ae hae Seer eGo ea taenenerneaersnemes vou 8S To NS oR RR Da ag 
| coe Macatee: ees SOR EMRE NOES SEC SOR CL eo oe oS ERS Sn a ee a oo Bie 
| Fe are ENG hE RE es Rt aes er ease i Re 
ee ah SS Ok Be oe es .5. ce Se ee ae ae eet 
(aa Gey Ria. Saracens oe Pe ee SS SR es Re RG REE i OE RRS 
Sere ° Oey Bigs Soa RNR RS he gt Bae RA Re ye, Nee apy 2 ao. i Se ne alge fp PRE he aC 2 a 
| Sos se oaemee ae ae OF oo Bees See es’ elem og Rt ae Sok ERE nk ie Dae Pings rie eA : 
| see “ ase: b? LPR a, aia apap RO oe Ce ey Sea. Sea eS. ete aaah. Breen See ae OR ae, ae aia Se A ERO ag 
| 3 a ee DPN Re a Fey RARE Sie, 2 A ire SR See MR RCE yf Sg ARS sage IN EY A RESP a Ef 
er a RSS eae eee 2 Ie goa So Spe RE ES cae Tee ic, Saal a See aoe ge 
ec aes eee ag ao RE a eh et bo ae a plaaeetint eae UES 2 RYE ae te Bae ASR SS Ae5 ea, rae . 
Reais a es Fes SO RO aE ean Sects Ss dag GE | on Sy RN es SRR ee kd, es en ea eet SE als 
es *Ghe BS ioggt Peney a aphasia ee A Ff Seine < rae Saget aS fg SA apa hE SOS 8 ae. Ren si ams 
Bie eth 5 ae SS Ee er Me RES ; ae gat ene TSS Se ans ee : 
2 GE BA apne pam eas RES OG Ree ane CRE aces he Cee Rtas ae er eS Sera ee Ste ; 
See oa eS Sh Fe os 4 FR Rar oan eee ae ete, ERNE SS! Sate Po RRR i Scie a cae x BO a apa ee ‘ 
RRP Geil Rod sla Se ee a me ENE) eR eee ES Reena 
ee 
| : 
ee 
| | | 
| 
= sah See 
peas | 
oT Bite | 
pee Oe ee | 
ee | | 
oe } | | 
tsa } | 
ore } t 
i 1 | . 
| » | 
Pe | Po 
ee Po | 
re a 
ee eo 
a 
i eg 
ee 
ai eae 
a oe ne es 
eS ' 
i ee 
re ae 
AC oe 
fees se a | 
eet 
tae 
7S ea 
é Rsk: 
ar 
ek ae 
beg rei ae 
Ae i Se 
rr ' 
| Gr 2 euinscrinnssneese nn, | 
ie . REESE ETO, EEE SEE SLE IOC INN NIA IR IND IIT SNELL OT LN 
ee ee OO LE eR Bee: pape Se ie Tapa La aaa SE OST SORE 
ie I a EE Eee ee 
= CEE RTO. OR eco a a a Ra a a sBoaiacramemmneeaeccanatan steno 
7 - i Caesars sienna nea nee : ic. anaaranars Be IE SEER RD OO Sn Re ae eS iecnccamnnme anaes, 
et = Pee ee Sa ae a eee OO RRO I 
‘ fas ‘ae ae a a BE Bea eee RE ~~ ee er 
pages Sn RITES, Pi SR a aa aE RE RRO Oe On aE eR Ae Pee Soins nn 
ee i SO RES, a, rE ens een pie ance 
ae, ae te alana aaa I EE OO RR ae <ckgeree Senate 
a ois tenn ne RE i een ee NR Go Rare ec cae Me i me er | 
5 emma . oS ate, eeeaamapmnennt mann aR Ran mem aaaS rans cpm | 
re ao Rae Bante, as ee Bae. & a EI i RRND, - TERR ns Soca 
: Tite eC,” i. Ais ape eee Ree EE © Te OR, Sa | 
cas Sorta. Pes ett ica ta tia a me ll bes PM Mee 
‘ See a a ae aa rca mma 7 ite ES og staan. 
: cs * Ry So ‘ - z $ a Seed 
‘ es . ae a eo naman be ee on Pte aee % ‘ a se se 
Ps ¥ 7 ae eaeer eee ba RR RRO o. 5 aeeen ee a | 
ee cies ghee . ieee: er = a RR a Se Sie ied 
ae oles fe a ee eee ee | 
—— ea i: I ame,” gees ee 
r ‘ es bag VE, ee OG Ta RR RR SR CR... 
eres vies Le <i bai 2 Pee ee 2 Sah ieee tetas lM emai: | 
é eis BO ee. I oy oe en eo S| 
Pe re Co ia i il aa RE ee eer a a fie eR tis j 
I i! i SRS 4 ro iy a ge 5 ale lr Gecccmmmeme | 
Mie ote nian Se, % ee rz eRe, SO i. EE LL Bi, omen, 
Ps Ge b ee llCO HY a 
ar ae Se Bi POISE: SO Se ee as ae ns Pos te laa a ere, 
Soa peer ie” ‘ Ra isek panes Pelee Do, aga eee fee, Be ae Re i ae 3 ee 
ete ae. eS See poets Ce i. maaan Gi Big ® aoe Steg oes 
Beran ts ees ee ae 3 a a Ae Fs os 7s asses: Sane Tis ag (ae 
op % ME ee ee. Oat ie Bin ee Tile Oo” RRS RR RRR I ee 
2 y fic ee Tc 3 ahaa pois ‘ks Siar tas. Se ey eae Bas pees eee | 
og Rem a eee | ee ae 7 ee | 
OM Nr ri ge ik ee See ee eee coe age 54 ei pee Zoe Site oe 
aaa PL PREIS Ue cn eee as ee fae ma Lit abe Fo AE OO” SRNR IS LA aa 
el Bee EE ais fe CE EE Sa ae Sis aa Lo SBE: i Bil as aa ee SB TEE rate” a 
i, ie eer pit Merger... “ae aa Spe a ga as ee is BBs Pgs Sy Re Me ee 
ee I Fe i 
% EE REE Ct LE Tg gf ll SEE His : th 00 RRR ee Ee 
Ds ee en gO See ees me © Bee ey 
3% Bie ee ee i ape a Bee Perm! apg 2 7 Eager | 
DO SE i aie tee ee il a Ce a EOL OE oy EE AM. CED a a 
Pe LEE Senger its ie dae ae Si OOO aM MS BERN SI Sr Te ee 
DO EE ee elm. Mee Ie ae | 
pe ee Se Bip ss ae pg ical ; ee eee, GE: EBLE ae: tara oe ie | 
SOE es ie Cie Bis. Cage ag ms. OR oD Bee eee | 
2s Bar SBE ae ee eae Ge SOs: aad ti ae Bis, ok Pegs pages Bie} ie ee } 
P: he he ies oc er iy TRIED Tes etihse yg te Dee i ae LS GRO TE igen Pe en 
DOE a a ape, acne eg Oe ae SR. EGE ED penis | 
4 %  , Ln ee Sn ee Oe ee Sees Be - os o 2 ae OO RGF a 4 SI seed 
ei Be ie Ege 8 fei tes gehen ii es Ye bis i i Sot ‘ee ge epeoes | 
RRR a ee Ree, ali Gee BG es He BD ge hs ee | 
atte MSE Le Sp SOS Lo sete a DE Cn EL Ti CE I Tee ee 
ee eee eae eg a ae TEE ee “is ee La re eee | ‘ 
* OE TGA ie ples OEE Ss Se LORIE OL CROs tiny, EE EEE EB 
A ETE Sok ngu RY ee Br; aso See ty, en seg. BE 2 Be ee ee ee | 
Piling ge Re OIG. ae healt ed ’ ELE EELS Se Sigs Spies sae en ig: "eo 
a i Ka SRO SOOT * EEE. EEO, i, Go Ee ceestioray i | 
' 
‘ v% . = : are g x ‘ . ail 
¢ ees : Poy 4 frm o Wet Wer Palelareay © e a: in Ae reat ye a cot, * re ne at) att : " rein . a ‘ : re : za ; ‘ 
6 er Poa eae Cana: Udit a ee oe a ee ee Oe ing Suh he cat pene hy, oy - - an moe Braid 7 . eg eh iE’ 4 eed . ori 2 uid, ' 7 ; 3 cS “4 
es : Re ana Maes , a pf E PE bie ead er Oa ye Pee oe: cee oe of Saar se Bed Dae oy Fees Cee ae ‘iy ete tae Vid 
a Rw RES tc E eae: iene ace, RE ols er are ore S43! Pe as et My EG, acne Eg a eae “te, 
a ei ea a Ce Cees C9 ee Re he a en a : Le, wes whe geeky iMag | ya? pt eagle ss 5 ae : a4 7 = of og EMS ni tee ed ees seek 
ane eae 2 ea we eS gba OE Hy ne 4 ata oy ret eats dice Bos ao at core SY ge | Sens “G borae ve Sts ‘ ee ee tae oe, ae Rene i aa _ Ne ER 5 Bai es ‘, Poe 
stay Ba I ena ee rt eR eee ey EE ae ane ee Rog sa Sn “decieehidic, tte at Resists g PRR eae ET se, (Piet ees PION EP ine 8, Bs GARETT. A 8 eRe 
“ e Sayeegee Pa Ses yn ec oea Te eae ee ER os Tae PRE oie URL OPUS Nee SOM iad 7 Mer yt ge vet a Mang Bagels re Se Aaa AR nie i ny aes Pras 
“5 . . wh oy Ph ENE Siig’ tal, ag, te rete NR Ee aaa i, BA an he Pa 


AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1956 


SCANNING THE HORIZON from the periscope room of the 
Trumpetfish is Schnitzler with AFL-CIO Vice Pres. David Dubinsky 
waiting his turn. The cruise gave the council members a first hand 
look at the Navy’s role in the defense system. 


WELCOME ABOARD FROM THE COMMANDER of the submarine USS Trumpetfish to members 
of the AFL-CIO Executive Council as they board the ship for a four-hour cruise. AFL Sec.-Treas. 
William F. Schnitzler led the council delegation on its trip to the marine underworld. The underwater 
descent was the first for many members of the council, and took place during a break in the sessions. 


THE NAVY PROVIDED another submarine, the USS Sea Cat, for CHOW TIME BELOW finds AFL-CIO Executive Council members around the table in the ward 
the cruise. Here Schnitzler is watching the Sea Cat submerge from room. From left they are Vice Presidents Joseph Keenan, Joseph A. Bierne, David Dubinsky, George 
the deck of the Trumpetfish, which made its own descent a little later. Harrison and Richard F. Walsh. They found the food was as good as the trip was interesting. 
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EXAMINING SOME OF THE COMPLEX electronic equipment aboard the sub- TORPEDO ROOM OPERATIONS are explained to the council members by the 
marine, the council members get an explanation from crew members on their opera- ship’s engineer officer. The cruise was set up to acquaint the union leaders with some 
tion. Above a crew member explains the automatic control of a hatch. of the products their memberships turn out in many parts of the country. 
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THE TRUMPETFISH STARTS DIVE to about 300 feet with members of the AFL-CIO Executive Council aboard. During the underwater part of the cruise the 
council members were initiated into the Royal Order of Snorkelers when the submarine ran under snorkel apparatus. Nobody, incidentally, became seasick. 
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French Labor Resists 


Reds’ Popular Front 


By Adrienne Farrell 
Special Correspondent 


Paris—Free French labor leaders, in interviews with the AFL- 
CIO NEWS, expressed mixed emotions in sizing up their country’s 
first Socialist-led government since 1947. 

Some expressed hope, others were doubtful, but all agreed the 
nation’s workers can’t expect too much from France’s 23rd postwar 


government. 

The hope is only natural since a 
Socialist-led cabinet is expected to 
be more sympathic to trade union 
goals than past governments have 
been. 

Wobbly Coalition 

The doubt stems from the new 
government’s make-up, a wobbly 
coalition of Socialists and Radical 
followers of Mendes-France. This 
group, representing a minority of 
less than 200 votes in the Assembly, 
must sooner or later seek support 
from other groups. 

Free trade union leaders are op- 
posed to the government seeking 
such support from the 150-odd 
Communist delegates in the As- 
sembly. 
| This problem in political arith- 

metic explains the limited expecta- 
tions of union leaders, who appre- 
ciate Premier Guy Mollet’s ticklish 
position in the Assembly. The So- 
cialist leader, they realize, can’t act 
without considering the reactions of 
Assembly groups sitting on his right, 
notably the bloc of 72 Christian 
Democrats (MRP). 

These and other views were ex- 
pressed to. this correspondent by 
various leaders of the Force Ouv- 
riere (FO) and CFIC (Christian 
unions). 


} 


Resist Popular Front 


Robert Bothereau, FO general 
secretary, said the “number one” 
goal of his organization is “resist- 
ance to the popular front.” The 
FO leader referred to the nation- 
wide drive of the Communists—a 
movement stepped up since the elec- 
tions—to entice the Socialists and 
Radicals into a so-called popular 


eid 


participation. The trade unions are 
also being urged by the Reds to 
join forces with the Communist-led 
CGT unions. 

Bothereau pointed out that FO 
local units have been put on their 
guard against the new Red drive. 

On economic matters, Bothereau 
said he planned to speak with Pre- 
mier Mollet within a few days. The 
FO leader explained he would ask 
that the government control the 
cost of living, inject “new vigor” 
into plans for depressed areas, move 
ahead with fiscal reform, and main- 
tain full employment. 

Questioned on the issue of three 
weeks paid vacation, mentioned as 
a government goal by Premier Mol- 
let, Bothereau said he would prefer 
that this achievement be won by 


the unions themselves rather than} 


by government decree. 


Mildness Inevitable 

Andre LaFond, FO secretary, ex- 
plained that the Mollet Government 
cannot avoid having a “modest” 
program in view of its coalition 
troubles. As for the unions, he 
added, they must take the initiative 
in fighting the two fronts of totali- 
tarianism, Communism and Poujad- 
ism. 

Poujadism refers to the anti-par- 
liamentary views of various French 
artisans and shopkeepers who man- 
aged to elect 52 of their number to 
the Assembly. 

Looking ahead, LaFond warned 
that the Communist CGT unions 
very likely would seek to reinforce 
their demands for unity by forcing 
the issue through strikes. In this 
way, the Reds can also embarrass 
the Socialist government by pro- 


front government with Communist! voking labor trouble. 


Council Recommends 


Middle Last Action 


Miami Beach, Fla.—Calls to the free world to supply Israel with 
defensive arms and to the United Nations to establish a Permanent 
Committee of Five to Preserve Peace in the Middle East were 


sounded by the AFL-CIO Execu-® 


tive Council at its midwinter meet- | ally so as to assure their remaining 


ing here. 
“In the few months since the 
AFL-CIO constitutional convention 


defensive in character. 
The council also urged: 


The application of sanctions 


adopted its policy on Israel,” it under the UN Charter in case of 
noted, “the situation in the Middle | aggression or violation of the pres- 
East has deteriorated because of the | ent truce by any of the parties to 


continued shipment of arms to 
Egypt. 
Imperialist Drive 
“This deterioration is the result 
of the Soviet imperialist drive to 
exploit Arab-Israel friction and of 


it. 

A UN-sponsored conference of 
Middle East governments to resolve 
disputes and difficulties. 

$500 Million Fund 
Establishment of a UN fund of 


the Communist expansionist policy | $500 million for use in solving the 


in the Middle East. 


The free world | Arab refugee problem, with a “sub- 


must thwart this immediate threat | stantial part” contributed by Israel 


to peace by at once supplying Israel | 


with the defensive weapons it needs 
to offset the increased offensive 
strength of any possible aggressor.” 

The UN, the council said, should 
seek a solution of the problem 
based on five principles: 

“Mutual respect for territorial 
integrity and sovereignty; non-ag- 
gression; non-interference in inter- 
nal affairs; equality and peaceful re- 
lations.” 

The Commission of Five the 
council proposed would be com- 
posed of small neutral nations with 
no direct interests in the area. It 
would be empowered to survey the 
defense needs of each country and 
recommend the military establish- 
ment required for security, and in- 
spect such establishments periodic- 


and the remainder supplied by other 
nations in the interest of eliminat- 
ing “this source of tension.” 

A program by the UN Economic 
& Social Council, appropriate UN 
technical agencies, the Intl. Labor 
Organization and the _ respective 
governments for improving living 
standards and general well-being in 
the Middle East by increasing agri- 
cultural and industrial efficiency, 
boosting purchasing power, and as- 
suring the people of an equal share 
of benefits from development of 
nafural resources such as oil. 

“Our own government,” the 
council concluded, “should demon- 
strate its support of these measures 
by taking the lead-in pledging gen- 
erous economic and technical as- 
sistance toward their fulfillment.” 


MUSI 


RES. JAMES PETRILLO makes a point at the AFL-CIO Executive Council meet- 
ing. Listening are, from left, Vice Presidents David J. McDonald and William C. Birthright. 


¢ © 
ICFTU Asks UN for 


Automation Parley 


Brussels — The Intl. Con- 
federation of Free Trade Un- 
jons has asked the United 
Nations Economic & Social 
Council to include a discus- 
sion of the economic and 
social problems of automa- 
tion on the agenda of its next 
session. 

“The repetition of econo- 
mic and social dislocations 
which accompanied the earlier 
stages of the industrial revo- 
lution and which brought un- 
told hardships to millions of 
peopie,” the ICFTU said, 
“must be avoided and auto- 
mation must be turned into 
a great opportunity for all- 
round improvement in the 
well-being of the people.” 


World Laker 
Gains in °55 
Cited by ILO 


Geneva—World labor had “an- 
other good year” in 1955, Dir.-Gen. 
David A. Morse of the Intl. Labor 
Organization said in his annual 
year-end review. 


a 


Curacao Mining Co. 


World Labor Unity Helps 


Curacao Miners Win Strike 


Willemstadt, Curacao, N. W. I.—The fruits of international labor 
solidarity were plucked at their ripest here when the Curacao Miners 
Union, after a bitter four-month strike, signed a contract with the 


The walkout, supported by national and international labor bodies 


year to the day after the union was 
formally established. 

The settlement gave wage in- 
creases of 13.5 percent to quar- 
rymen and 11 percent to other 
employes; provided for automatic 
increases based on length of service, 
two weeks’ vacation with three 
weeks’ pay, free medical and hos- 
pital care for workers’ families, a 
retirement savings plan to which 
the worker contributes 2 percent of 
his earnings and the company 4 
percent, and union recognition. 

The story of unionism in this 
Netherlands West Indies island off 
the coast of Venezuela goes back to 
October 1954, when the Intl. Fed- 
eration of Petroleum Workers, trade 
secretariat of the industry’s work- 
ers, launched an organizing cam- 
paign at Standard Oil Co. and Shell 
Petroleum Co. operations on the 
neighboring islands of Curacao and 
Aruba. 


11 Other Unions Formed 


The membership drive was suc- 
cessful—so successful that 11 other 


“Employment, productivity and | 
wages attained new high levels in| 
most countries,” he said, ‘unem- 
ployment declined and consumer 
prices generally maintained the sta- 
bility they have shown in recent 
years.” 
Strikes and lockouts were below 
the recent five-year average, he 
said, though higher than the low 
record of 1954. 


Problems Still Exist 


Because of more complete statis- 
tics, the evidence of labor gains in 
1955 is clearest for western Europe 
and North America. However, 
Morse said, what statistics and other 
information are available for Asia, 
the Middle East and Latin America 
point to certain gains in these areas, 
as well as intensification of some 
problems. 


unions were organized. The Miners | 
Union was set up for business in 
February 1955 with 550 members, 
and immediately began efforts to 
improve its members’ wage and 
working conditions. 

When the company refused to 
recognize the union, a strike was 
called for Sept. 3. The government 
stepped in and ordered a cooling off 
period, which the union extended 
in the hope of working out an 
amicable agreement. 

On Oct. 15 the workers walked 
out. The following day, a small 
shack on the company’s property 
was burned. Immediately the top 
union officers—Pres. A. J. Stewart, 
Sec. C. Meade and Treas. Peter 
Blasse—were jailed on “suspicion 
of arson.” 

That charge, of course, failed to 
stand up. So they were kept in jail 


It is clear that in many parts of 
the world, he noted, there are still 
millions of able workers who aye 


an insufficient wage to maintain a 
bare minimum of existence. 

Twenty-one of 22 countries re- 
porting on employment showed a 
median gain of 3 percent from 
1954, the survey showed, with the 
best increase in Europe. Unem- 
ployment dropped in all but seven 
of the 31 reporting nations, with the 
U. S., Canada, Belgium and west- 
ern Germany making the best show- 
ing and Asia the poorest. 


Real Wages Increase 
Half of the 72 nations reporting 
on consumer prices showed changes 
of less than 3 percent. Real wages 
—the measure of purchasing power 
—increased about 3.5 percent for 
manufacturing workers in 20 coun- 


tries. 


| under another local law permitting 
| the arrest of any person who inter- 
feres with the island’s economy. 


unemployed, insecure, or receiving | They were held incommunicado for 


four days before being allowed to 
see their attorney. 


All-Out Opposition 


Seven weeks after their arrests 
they were finally released, and 
found the strikers’ spirit still strong 
despite the absence of their leaders. 

Meade and about 250 other 
strikers, who had come from islands 
in the British West Indies, were de- 
ported. Police and company offi- 
cials used every means available to 
intimidate the rest, but without 
success. 

The Intl. Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions and its western hemi- 
sphere arm, the Inter-American 
Regional of Workers (ORIT), pro- 
vided financial and other aid. The 


AFL-CIO sent money and mate- 


throughout the world, ended one® - 


rials, as did the Petroleum Workers 
Federation of Aruba and the Neth- 
erlands Trade Union Federation. 
The Intl. Transportworkers Federa- 
tion, in cooperation with the 
ICFTU, induced many shipping 
companies not to handle the com- 
pany’s ore. 
ICFTU Files Charges 
ICFTU Gen. Sec. J. H. Olden- 
broek filed charges against the gov- 
ernment through the Intl. Labor 
Organization. He and Pres. Hen- 
drik Oosterhuis of the NVV_ ar- 
ranged high level talks with the 
Netherlands government and the 
company at which the groundwork 
was laid for the final settlement. 
Loyd Haskins, IFPW general! sec- 
retary, and Pres. Domingo Alberto 
of the Curacao Federation of Labor, 
helped negotiate the peace pact. 
“The workers who were deported 
will be restored to their jobs under 
an orderly plan to be worked out 
by the union, the company and the 
government. The legislature plans 
to consider repeal of the law under 
which the union officers were jailed. 
And with the miners again work- 
ing, Other unions are now asking 
recognition. 


Pope Decries 
Slow Progress 


For Workers 


Vatican City — Progress in im- 
proving working conditions 
throughout the world has been too 
slow, according to Pope Pius XII. 

Speaking to delegates to the Intl. 
Conference on Human Relations in 
Industry, he recalled that in the 
famous papal encyclical Rerum 
Novarum, the late Pope Pius XI 
noted that labor tends to become 
the victim of corruption. ‘Dead 
matter, Pius XI added, leaves men 
“corrupted and degraded.” 

“We wish we could say that this 
no longer happens any place on 
earth,” continued Pius XII. 

“Unfortunately, all the world 
knows that progress is slow, too 
slow, on this essential point in many 
countries and on entire continents.” 

He explained that what the Cath- 
olic Church wants in the way of 
better working and living conditions 
for workers “obviously depends on 
the idea she has of man.” 

“On that point,” he said, “ull 
men are equal in dignity before 
God. They should, then, also be 
equal in the free and necessary rela- 
tions which unite them.... 

“Hence it is not a matter simply 
of the laborer one hires and from 
whom one receives work. It is a 
matter of a human being, a member 
of human society who works for the 
welfare of that society.” 
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Ike Proclaimed ‘Fit’; 
Takes Hunting Trip 


Cheered by an optimistic report from his medical advisers, Pres. 
Eisenhower took off for a vacation at Treasury Sec. George M. 
Humphrey’s Georgia hunting estate, delaying for possibly another 
two weeks his decision on whether to seek a second term. 


Sen. William F. Knowland (R-Calif.), 


the President’s Senate floor 


leader, continued to make it clear‘ 
that he would be an active candi- 
date if Eisenhower should decide 
not to run.. 

The day after the physicians an- 
nounced that the President could 
serve another four years in the 
White House, medically speaking, a 
slate of delegates pledged to Know- 
land was entered in the Minnesota 
primary. 

This was the third primary in 
which pro-Knowland candidates for 
the Republican National Conven- 
tion were filed. The others are 
Alaska and Illinois: 


Knowland Active 

Knowland has said repeatedly 
that he will withdraw if the Presi- 
dent decides to run. He also said 
recently, however, that if Eisen- 
hower does not announce by Mar. 
7 he himself might file as a candi- 
date in his home state of California. 

Knowland’s activity is generally 
interpreted by observers as an effort 
to prevent White House advisers 
from “freezing out” right-wing 
GOP candidates, closely attached 
to the late Sen. Robert A. Taft, 
in the event the President with- 
draws. 

Decision by Sen. Styles Bridges, 
GOP Senate Policy Committee 
chairman, to file as a delegate from 
his home state of New Hampshire, 
was interpreted as a related ma- 
neuver. 

A slate of delegates pledged to 
Eisenhower, and presumably avail- 
able for some other “international- 
isi-minded” Republican if Ike de- 
clines, is headed by New Hamp- 
shire Gov. Lane Dwinell. 


Harriman Backing 

In the Democratic contest for the 
presidential nomination, Adlai E. 
Stevenson recently campaigned ex- 
tensively on the West Coast and 
Sen. Estes Kefauver (D-Tenn.), 
who will clash with Stevenson in 
the Florida primary May 29, re- 
newed his campaign in that state. 

New York State Democratic 
Chairman Michael H. Pendergast 
declared that the New York delega- 
tion to the Democratic convention 
would line up solidly behind Gov. 
Averell Harriman. 
says he is an “inactive” candidate 
but obviously will command great 
strength with the 98 votes allotted 
to his state. 

A battery of six doctors, headed 
by the White House physician, Dr. 
Howard McC. Snyder, and Boston 
specialist Dr. Paul Dudley White, 
told a news conference Feb. 14 that 
as a result of their examinations 


The governor | 


had made a “good recovery” from 
his heart attack of Sept. 24. 

“Medically,” they said, “the 
chances are” he should be able “to 
carry on an active life satisfactorily 
for another five or 10 years.” 


Reporters Cautioned 

White House Press Sec. James 
C. Hagerty cautioned reporters that 
the physicians were present as 
“doctors, not politicians.” He re- 
minded the group that in his last 
news conference the President had 
said, in regard to running again, 
““T think I will probably trust my 
own feelings more than I will the 
doctors’ report.” 

Nearly all questions to the physi- 
cians were political. 

In response to queries, Dr. 
White said that “what we have seen 
of (the President’s) job” and the 
“way he has carried on the last 
five weeks” since Congress recon- 
vened were the “reasons” they con- 
sidered that ‘‘medically’’ they 
thought it possible for him to con- 
tinue carrying on that way “satis- 
factorily for another five to 10 
years.” 


ro 
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Delaware Leaders to 
Get AFL-CIO NEWS 


Wilmington, Del.—This 
state’s governor, lieutenant- 
governor and legislators have 
been put on the subscription 
lists of the AFL-CIO News 
“so they may be better in- 
formed on the activities of the 
labor movement.” 

The action was voted at a 
dinner meeting attended by 
representatives of the State 
Federation of Labor and the 
Industrial Union Council held 
as the first step towards 
merger of the two groups in 
Delaware. 

Looking to the elections the 
state’s Committee on Political 
Education was established 
with Presidents Clement J. 
Lemon of the Federation and 
Charles Colatriano of the TUC 
as co-chairmen. Harry Usner 
was named secretary and 
Charles X. Ryan treasurer. : 

Plans were discussed for the 
tremendous job of re-regis- 
tering voters due to a law just 
passed by the legislature. 


they had informed Eisenhower he 


GETS CLEVELAND 
of California (center) received a 


D—Republican Gov. Goodwin J. Knight 


warm reception from Cleveland 


AFL-CIO leaders when he lunched with them during a brief stay in 


the city. William Finegan (right), 


executive secretary of the Cleve- 


land Federation of Labor, arranged a luncheon at which a group of 
Cleveland labor leaders met with the governor and quizzed him about 
the coming presidential race. Finegan described Knight as “our kind 
of people.” Elwood S. Dietrich (left), executive secretary of the 
Cleveland Industrial Union Council, said he felt the governor “batted 
1,000 percent on the questions we asked.” 


Rio aod 


METAL TRADES DEPT. MEETING discusses problems facing skilled craftsmen in the fields of 
atomic energy, shipbuilding and other areas. James A. Brownlow, department president, is seated at 
left with back to camera. Next to him is B. A. Gritta, department secretary-treasurer. Around the 
table from the left are George Lynch, Al J. Hayes, William Calvin, J. H. Lyons, Chester Sample and 
Gordon Freeman, all members of the department executive council. 
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UNCIL problems finds, from left, Vice Presidents Dave 
Beck, Herman Winter and Joseph Curran in a huddle at the AFL-CIO Executive Council meeting in 
Miami Beach, Fla. Unions representing several million workers belong to the council. 


Teamsters in|} CRYSTAL BALLS 
T-H Vote Ba r may help you read the future 
Court Test FACTS 


The constitutionality of a Taft- will help you understand the present 
Hartley Act provision barring some 


strikers from voting in representa- 

tion elections has been challenged 
with all the facts and background is 
what you'll read every week in the... 


AFL-CIO NEWS 


ington by Teamsters Local 554 of 
Subscribe Today 


Omaha, Neb. 
The right of “economic strikers” 
$1.25 a year; $1.00 a year 
for group subscriptions 


~ 
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to vote faces its first court test. 
Economic strikers, the law says, 
are those who strike for more pay 
or other benefits, as distinguished 
from “unfair labor practice strik- 
ers” who walk out because of illegal 
labor activity by their employers. 
Pres. Eisenhower is on record as 


opposed to the section of the law 


-_— ss es es f= = = = & «s oe ore sehUcrMmhCUCcOOmhCcrrlC POUC rOrlUCchhUCUrCmhC hCShlUr 
now under test, but no change has Circulation Dept. 
ever been made. AFL-CIO News 


901 Massachusetts Ave. N. W. 


Local 554’s suit charged that th 
a s suit charge a e Washington 1, D. C. 


classification between the two kinds 
of strikers is “grossly discrimina- 
tory” and-in violation of the First, 
Fourth and Thirteenth Amendments 
to the Constitution. The suit is 
joined in by three members of the 
local employed by Coffey’s Transit 
Co., Omaha, who went on strike 
last Sept. 20. 

The suit asks the court to en- 
join the NLRB from acting on the 
Coffey case until there is a court 
decision. 


C) Here’s my check or money order for $1.25 for a year’s subscription. 
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AFL-CIO Putas: Bill 


Benefiting Disabled 


A strong endorsement of the 


House-passed bill to pay social 


security benefits to workers permanently and totally disabled after 

age 50 was given the Senate Finance Committee by Nelson Cruik- 

shank, director of the AFL-CIO Dept. of Social Security. 
Cruikshank also endorsed other provisions of the House-approved 


- bill lowering the old-age pension® 


age for women workers and widows 


from 65 to 62 years and authoriz- 


ing payments beyond the age of 18 
for support of disabled children. 


Attacks NAM, AMA 

Attacking opposition by the Na- 
tional Association of Manufactur- 
ers and the American Medical As- 
sociation, he pointed out that the 
AFL-CIO, “if we wished to cause 
delay,” could argue strenuously for 
“additional” improvements in the 
social security laws. 

“We are interested in action now 
... on at least the minimum pro- 
gram for improvement” passed by 
the House, Cruikshank said. He 
cited an AFL-CIO Executive Coun- 
cil resolution supporting the pend- 
ing bill as an “immediate legisla- 
tive objective.” 

A good deal of opposition to the 
bill, he said, comes from those who 
still “appear actually in doubt” 
about the basic merits of the entire 
social security program. 

As an example he quoted the 
testimony of a NAM spokesman to 
the Joint Committee on the Eco- 
nomic Report, as recently as a year 
ago, calling the basic old-age and 
survivors insurance. system “still an 
unproved social experiment.” 

Assails Witnesses 

Opponents of the pending bill are 
“carrying on the battle they lost 
in 1954,” when sweeping revisions 
proposed by business associations 
were flatly rejected by the Repub- 
lican 83rd Congress, he said. 

Cruikshank assailed AMA wit- 
nesses who recently claimed that no 
proper standards for determining 
total and permanent disability could 
be set up. 

“Experience over decades has 
yielded a tremendous amount of 
evidence” that disability programs 
can be properly administered with 
the help of the medical community, 
he declared. 

He pointed out that in the 1954 
social security revisions, an amend- 
ment “freezing” the pension rights 
_ of disabled persons was “adopted 
and that the “freeze” is “operating 
successfully.” 


A claim of disability under that 
amendment must be “medically de- 
terminable,” and while more than 
70,000 such claims have thus far 
been allowed on the strength of 
physicians’ certifications, 38 percent 
of all claims have been disallowed. 


; System Works 


About half a million persons are- 


receiving cash benefits for long- 
term disability under various vet- 
erans’ programs, Cruikshank said, 
and these systems are being admin- 
istered “without substantial criti- 
cism.” 


The Railroad Retirement Board 
is operating a disability pension sys- 
tem with the help of “some 5,000 
doctors upon whom it may call to 
conduct examinations on a _ fee 
basis,” and this system is working 
to the “general satisfaction” of em- 
ployers and employes and with the 
“cooperation” of the AMA. 

If these three disability systems 
can be administered successfully, 
Cruikshank ~suggested, the AMA 
can oppose disability payments un- 
der social security only because of 
“unrealistic fear.” 


@® 


Poultry Inspection 
Aim of Senate Bill 


A bill which would “drive 
filthy and diseased poultry 
from interstate commerce” 
has been introduced in the 
Senate by Sen. James E. Mur- 
ray (D-Mont.) and seven co- 
sponsors. 

The measure would re- 
quire federal inspection both 
before and after slaughtering. 
This would take the place of 
the present voluntary program 
which covers only 21 percent 
of the poultry in interstate 
trade. 

The Public Health Service 
estimates that an average of 
one-third of all food poison- 
ing cases can be traced to 
poultry or dishes containing 
poultry products. 


es 
AFL-CIO 
News 


Spring Fever 


Miami Beach, Fla.—The first re- 
port of the AFL-CIO Ethical Prac- 
tices Committee won unanimous 
approval from the Executive Coun- 
cil when it was presented by AFL- 
CIO Vice Pres. A. J. Hayes. 

The report was primarily con- 
cerned with operating procedures 
for the future. 

It noted that the committee has 
a “right and responsibility” to re- 
port to the executive officers or the 
Executive Council “information or 
reports which involve practices 
which do or may violate the basic 
principles of the federation.” The 
Executive Council, it pointed out, 
has the authority to initiate hear- 


ings, investigations and studies of 


ETHICAL PRACTICES COMMITTEE is seen discussing the staff it was authorized to set up by the 
AFL-CIO Executive Council at its Miami Beach meeting. AFL-CIO Vice Pres. A. J. Hayes is pre- 
siding, flanked (left to right) by Vice Presidents David Dubinsky, Joseph N. Curran, Jacob S. Potofsky 
and George M. Harrison. The Executive Council approved its report unanimously. 


complaints and recommendations. 

The committee said it will soon 
submit to AFL-CIO Pres. George 
Meany “certain information and re- 
ports which have been conveyed to 
the committee since the New York 
convention.” 

The committee operates under 
the constitution, and said it will be 
guided by the language of the con- 
vention resolution on ethical prac- 
tices. This statement spells out the 
AFL-CIO’s fundamental opposition 
to crime and corruption, as well as 
to totalitarian influences, within the 
labor movement. 

The report said the committee 
“stands ready to fulfill its duties and 
responsibilities to the extent of its 
ability.” It recommended that 
qualified members of the AFL-CIO 
staff and legal assistance, when 


Joe Scanlon Dies; 
Ex USWA Staffer 


Boston, Mass.—Joseph W. Scan- 
lon, 56, former director of research 
and engineering for the Steelwork- 
ers, died at the New England Med- 
ical Center. 

The author of the “Scanlon Plan” 
for the development of union-man- 
agement cooperation, he was a lec- 
turer on industrial relations at 
M.I.T. During World War II he 
served on several advisory groups 
of the War Production Board and 
later was a consultant on European 
productivity problems for the Mu- 
tual Security Agency. 

Surviving are his widow, Mrs. 
Virginia W. Scanlon, two children 
and three grandchildren. 


Rep. Chauncey Reed, 
Of Illinois, Dead 

Rep. Chauncey W. Reed (R-III.), 
ranking minority member of the 
House Judiciary Committee, died 
in Bethesda Naval Hospital. He 
had been hospitalized since Nov. 5. 

Reed, a conservative who had 
represented the 14th Illinois Con- 
gressional Dist. since 1935, had 
announced less than four weeks 
previously that he would not be a 
candidate for re-election. 


Ethical Practices Group Reports 


needed, be made available for its 
work. 


9S-8T-% 


Mollenhoff 
Winner of 
Broun Award 


New York—Clark Mollenhoff, 
Washington correspondent jor the 
Des Moines Register and Tribune 
and the Minneapolis Star and Tri- 
bune, has been named winner of 
the Newspaper Guild’s 1955 Hey- 
wood Broun Award for his cover- 
age of the Wolf Ladejinsky case. 


Ladejinsky was the Russian-born 
farm reform expert fired from his 
Agriculture Dept. post as a security 
risk despite State Dept. clearance. 
Mollenhoff’s investigation and sto- 
ries led to Ladejinsky’s reinstate- 
ment in his job, an admission of 
error by the Agriculture Dept., and 
revision of the security program. 

The $500 award honors the mem- 
ory of the first president of the 
ANG. - 

Honorable mention went to 
Homer Bigart, New York Herald 
Tribune, for a series on desegrega- 
tion; Dan Parker, New York Mir- 
ror, for exposure of monopolistic 
practices and underworld associa- 
tions of the Boxing Managers Guild; 
Judith Crist, New York Herald Tri- 
bune, for a series on school facili- 
ties and teachers’ salaries in Yonk- 
ers, N. Y., and Philip Fine, Toledo, 
O., Times. 
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